
 

                                                                                                May 10, 2020 

Dear Parents, 

I pray that you all will make history today as you celebrate Mother’s Day in these 

historic times. Store the memories in your heart and keep them there for down 

the road when the family annals will be replete with stories about CoVid-19 from 

this time of isolation. And … none of them will be tall tales! Who would have 

thought on March 13th that we would have to go through such extended time of 

distance learning? Your role as moms has morphed into a plethora of tasks and I 

honestly do not know how you do it. You have my vote for moms of the century! 

Please feel the blessings that will come with the prayers that I will say for each of 

you today. Take a bow, moms, because you have earned the Academy Award of 

Mothering for staying the course and helping SVMS thrive in a time of great 

challenge. 

The logo on the top of this letter was designed for the fundraiser and it provides 

perfect symbolism for these times. It radiates the sense of community that we 

have been able to maintain during this time. I sincerely thank Mary Beth Flanagan 

and Nina Lagios for sticking the course with the fundraiser despite having many 

impossible curve balls thrown their way. They turned every stone to make it happen 

and I ask that you support the fundraiser in any way that you can. Details of the 

event can be found elsewhere in this eNewsletter. I acknowledge that these are 

difficult times financially so I totally understand if it is not possible for you to 

participate. The raffle will go off at 4PM and bidding will begin at 7PM on Friday, 

May 15th. There are fantastic items up for bid, and the ever-popular tag days and 

homework passes are thrown into the mix. Oh, how I long for them to be used in 

our building! Thank you to everyone who donated prizes. I am sure that you will not 

be disappointed with what is on offer. I am always deeply touched by the 



generosity of our parent body and by how much you support our school in many 

ways. 

Last Monday I felt something give inside me when Governor Murphy announced 

that schools have to be closed for the rest of the school year. My glimmer of hope 

popped, and in its place came a wave of sadness that stayed for the rest of the 

week. I am sure that many of your children were hanging onto that hope. Children 

are such social beings, and I am sure that it is really tough for them not to be able 

to go back to school – and for you too. I know that I speak for our faculty in saying 

that we empathize because we all want to be back at 26 Green Village Road … so 

badly. We will continue to work at making the best of this situation day by day. We 

are more aware than ever of our task of being role models for our children, so chin 

up and onward and upward until June 12th. 

No class is more affected by the news of continued isolation than our 8th grade. I 

feel for them. The graduation committee, Mrs. Capote and Mrs. Flanagan are 

working hard behind the scenes to plan a graduation experience like no other. Fr. 

George, Miss Gisoldi and I will tend to the graduation ceremony taking all of the 

logistics into consideration and keeping in mind what will be permissible and what 

will not. There will be many fun events over the next weeks to lift up the spirits of 

the Class of 2020. We may be calling you to assist us in some ways. Stay tuned! 

You may have heard that 10  Catholic schools will be closing in the Archdiocese of 

Newark at the end of this school year. What terrible news to get at a time when 

schools are coping with distance learning. Let us keep in prayer all of the families 

who are deeply wounded by this news. Some of you have experienced this already, 

and I know that it is not easy.  Many inquiries have come in from The Academy of 

Our Lady of Peace in New Providence and Trinity Academy in West Caldwell. In 

order to accommodate any prospective parents, I think that it will be only fair to 

reach back out to you in a couple of weeks to confirm your contracts. We need to 

know what classes are full and exactly how many spots are available at each grade 

level. Some prospective parents have expressed an interest in keeping some 

children at different grade levels together. We have your contracts since 

February, so we would just need a confirmation email from you. I will have our IT 

person set up an email just for that purpose as I get a multitudinous amount of 

emails every day and do not want to get important emails lost in the shuffles. I will 

let you know as soon as this the email is set up. 



We continue to pray for all who are sick with the virus. We pray for family 

members of our faculty and members of my community, The Sisters of Charity. We 

lost four more much beloved sisters this past week. Please pray for George Clarke 

as he mourns the loss of his brother, Kevin, who passed away during the week after 

a battle with cancer at a young  age. May Kevin Clarke be blessed with deep peace 

and may his family be consoled at this time by our prayers and their beautiful 

memories of him. 

As we muster through this experience let us value our health and let us keep on 

working to help our children to go through this with us knowing that we love them 

and want what is best for them. Thank you for all of your support and I know that 

will make it through stronger and more resilient than before. Somehow, I am 

thinking that it will be the lessons not taught in books, and how we are making our 

children feel, that will stand the test of time. Please let Fr. George or me know if 

you need any assistance or help of any kind. Please reach out to teachers also so 

that hearts together we can navigate through this stormy time. 

                                                                                                          Blessings, 

                                                                                                          Sr. Noreen 

 


