
 

                                                                                                       March 31, 2019                                                                                                                                                           

Dear Parents, 

As the week progressed the temperature rose so let us hope that the Winter days 

are behind us. There is a big feeling of “It’s time for a break” and break we will on 

Friday. I hope that you have made good plans for a vacation or a staycation to 

refresh the body, mind and soul. So let us close the door on Winter and open up 

Spring so that the miracles that abound in nature will also blossom within us. The 

4th Marking Period begins on Monday so we are rounding the last bend to Summer. 

Where did this school year go? 

There were many touching events during this past week provided by the children. 

Our 3rd Grade Brownie Troop 6585 presented themselves before the mayor and 

the city council on Monday evening in an effort to earn their community badge. For 

me it was a tremendously moving experience to see these little girls so sincere and 

so poised in front of so many adults. They each read a piece about the community 

service that they have performed and what it means to them. They were very 

articulate and very much impressed the audience. They not only raised funds 

through a tag day but also went to the soup kitchen to experience first- hand what 

it is to be poor. They have sung at nursing homes and will participate in the “Paint 

the Town Yellow” initiative. Kudos to Julie Hagovsky, Tricia Jessen and Jackie 

Palumbo for inculcating the importance of community service in these girls. We 

have a very active scouting program in our school and there is no end to the good 



that they do. I thank all of the adults who provide great experiemces for the girls 

and boys that are in sync with the values we promote in our school. 

You will remember participating in a tag day for The Valerie Fund a few weeks ago. 

The response was absolutely overwhelming. The amount collected was $2277.00 in 

cash and over $2000.00 in gift cards. Wow! Our student council made the  

presentation to Mrs. Holland from the Valerie Clinic. She was very moved by the 

generosity of our school but I am never surprised by how SVMS hearts are moved 

to help those less fortunate than we are. Joanne Spera also came with her as she 

was Will Cody’s liaison when he was here. On Thursday a tag day was held to 

benefit Covenant House. This was prompted by Fr. George who slept out one night 

on the streets of Newark to benefit this worthy cause. John Shubeck, Class of 

2018 will thank the students personally on Thursday morning for having a tag day 

to fund his service trip to Guatemala during the summer. One of the gospels this 

week spoke about putting words into action and surely the SVMS community does 

that in profound and meaningful ways.     .  

The 4th and 5th grade trips were a tremendous success and there were many tales 

of great adventures shared by both grade levels. I received a heart-warming email 

from a parent chaperone  on the 5th grade trip that I am sharing with you here: 

I wanted to share with you something that happened today on the 5th grade field trip in 

Philadelphia. I was chaperone to a group of 4 boys.  The boys wanted to go see Ben Franklin’s 

grave because they were told that if you throw a penny on his grave and it lands heads up, it’s 

good luck.  While they were at the cemetery, they noticed an older homeless gentleman sitting 

on the ground in front of the cemetery gates.  I could tell they were trying to figure out what to do 

or how to help him.  Without ANY PROMPTING at all, one boy took out his lunch and went and 

handed it to him, another pulled out $5 from his spending money and gave it to him.  Two of the 

boys had only a $20 bill so they went to the little kiosk by the cemetery gate and bought a little 

trinket to make change and walked back to the man to give him money. Then we went into the 

cemetery to look at some of the historical graves there.  They walked around for a few minutes 

looking around and then headed back to the gate where the man was sitting and one of them 

said something to him from inside the gate.  When I asked him why he went back and what he 

said, his response was “I just wanted to wish him a blessed day and that we would pray for him 

to find a home.”   

It reminded me of the verse “what you do to the least of my brother, you do to me.”  The 

compassion and empathy that these boys showed this old veteran was truly heart warming.   

You have no idea how this touched my heart and welled tears in my eyes. We pray 

each morning that we will recognize everyone as sisters and brothers and these 

boys did just that.  Thank you for partnering with us to provide the children with 



an education that goes much deeper than textbooks. I thank the HSA for funding 

the buses for all of the class trips. 

“Stand Up! Step In! Speak Out! You Win!” was the title of a program that the 

Kindergarten through 5th graders had on Friday in the gym. It was a very engaging 

presentation that provided the children with practical techniques to use if they 

ever find themselves in a situation that makes them feel put down or 

uncomfortable. Much focus was placed on the role of the bystander and the 

children did role playing on how to use their words to prevent a situation from 

escalating. For the past number of years, we have focused on kindness and use that 
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Much goes on in our school after hours. Tuesdays are particularly busy with Math 

Club, Fashion First, Junior Engineering and Bricks4Kids. Irish Dance Classes 

continue on Wednesdays and we have Jump Bunch on Thursdays. Add to that the 

Forensics Club during the day and the rehearsals for the musical and we have a 

symphony of activities to meet all tastes and needs. It is also time to sign up for 

baseball, softball and track and field. Spring is in the air so it is time to get out 

and about. 

And before you know it we will be on the yellow brick road to OZ. Please see the 

attached flyer looking for munchkins to be in “The Wizard of Oz”  on May 2nd and 

3rd. We have a very talented cast in need of a supporting cast. 

So as we prepare to go every which way next Friday I pray that Spring will explode 

before your eyes! Celebrate God’s grandeur. I hope that you all will enjoy the break 

and come back to us ready to embrace the next couple of months with great gusto 

                                                                                                   Blessings, 

                                                                                                   Sr. Noreen 

 


