
 

                                                                                                                                                        April 5, 2020 

Dear Parents, 

Today is Palm Sunday, a day to remember that indeed Jesus Christ is Lord!  The 

crowds in Jerusalem lined the streets to acknowledge him and waved their palms in 

adoration. Whilst it is not possible for us to get our palms in church and join the 

multitudes of Christians who normally pack their churches on this holy day, it is 

possible for us to honor Jesus in our hearts and homes today. This day marks the 

beginning of the remembrance of the week of Jesus’ great suffering and dying. 

Even He struggled with this suffering, crying out, “My God! My God! Why have you 

abandoned me!”  Let us join the suffering of the world and our own suffering to 

that of Jesus knowing that at the end there is Resurrection. May we experience 

this next Sunday in a way that we never have before. 

 



It is so easy to be overcome by the stress of this current situation and get pulled 

down into a place by forces unknown to us that spins our emotions out of control. It 

is not healthy for us to stay in this place of great stress and panic.  If we pull back 

the multi-layers, we come to a place of faith that reminds us that we are doing 

what we are doing by self-isolating is out of love for our family, our community, our 

state and our very world. We will experience love like we never have before. As the 

days have passed into weeks and the power of CoVid has darkened the world as we 

know it, it has been faith that has pulled us through. We thank God for Fr. George, 

Fr. Jader and Carlos for guiding our spiritual boat to a place where God dwells, a 

place where we are reminded that God is always with us. Daily Mass and daily 

prayers from them have been pure gift. 

 

 

SVM eSchool has settled into a place of seeming normalcy- if that can be possible 

in this time of crisis. I have visited most virtual classes by now and I found this 

past week to be very close mirror image of what happens in the school building. The 

teachers have eased into this eTeaching and they have found their groove and 

seem much more comfortable in this new virtual school. The schedules are working 

out for the most part.  I am impressed with the high level of teaching and applaud 

the teachers for giving their all to this new endeavor. They continue to learn and 



tweak and collaborate with each other to maximize their efforts to provide the 

children with a quality education. They are spending an enormous amount of time 

ensuring that the students get the best eLearning experience possible. I am also 

proud of the expertise of our children. I am amazed at how adaptable most of 

them have become to this new way of learning. When I see them in their virtual 

classes, I want to reach out and touch them and hear their voices and eavesdrop on 

their conversations and tell them that I love them…….but that is for another day. 

May it be sooner rather than later!  And, to you parents, I offer my 

congratulations for making things happen for your children and for collaborating 

with the teachers in providing your children with ways to video-conference and 

ways to complete work assigned in such a timely manner. I know that it is no easy 

task and harder on some of you than others but you are making it happen and I am 

grateful. Know that I hold you all in prayer each day. We are required to send out 

the survey from the diocese intermittently so I ask that you please click on the 

link below to complete the eDay Survey for the past week. Hopefully, things have 

gotten easier and more manageable for you. 

https://forms.gle/uG6XHUqWLxz5fCTR6 

Report cards will be distributed for 1st through 8th grade later this week for the 

3rd Marking Period. Usually they would be placed in test folders on Tuesday or in 

homework folders. This time you will receive them via the primary email on our 

alert system – the system that we use for snow days, delays etc. Mrs. Mantone has 

been working with Mary Wrenn, the diocesan assistant superintendent to try to 

make this as seamless as possible. Since this is new to us, it will a few days more to 

make it happen and I ask that you please bear with us. If you have not received a 

report card by Thursday morning, please contact Mrs. Mantone at 

bmantone@svmsnj.org. We are now in the 4th Marking Period and all assignments, 

quizzes, tests and projects going forward will be graded as usual and inputted into 

our Rediker system. Who could have imagined a month ago that we would have 

found ourselves in a situation like this? I thank you most sincerely for collaborating 

so graciously with us. 

I plan to connect with the children through prayer beginning tomorrow morning at 

8:45AM. I chose this time because a number of classes begin at 9AM. I plan to 

follow the format that we normally do at morning assembly each day in school.  I 

https://forms.gle/uG6XHUqWLxz5fCTR6
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am excited about this prospect and look forward to seeing the children. Here is 

the link if you would like your child to join. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/717913017? 

 

Meeting ID: 717 913 017 

Password:  

If this link does not work please let me know. I have been made aware that there 

are some issues with Zoom. I have been in touch with a representative and he gave 

me some tips to safeguard our Zoom meetings. Teachers will be very vigilant when 

using this tool going forward and will discontinue using it if we deem it unsuitable. 

You received an eBlast on Friday giving details of the Easter Break for SVMS. I 

will repeat them here: 

Holy Thursday, April 9th – all classes and meetings will end at 12:30PM 

Good Friday, April 10th - No School 

Monday, April 13th – No School 

Tuesday, April 14th- No School 

Wednesday, April 15th – School will be in session following Wednesday’s schedule 

Thursday, April 16th – School will be in session following Thursday’s schedule 

Friday, April 17th – School will be in session following Friday’s schedule 

The latter three days will be used as a bank to draw from for breaks in the month 

of May when we feel the need. 

As we live through this time of great angst and try to protect our children from 

the constant bombardment of bad news, let us heighten and strengthen our resolve 

as a community of faith. This sense of community was palpably felt on Wednesday 

evening when the school communities of Saint Joe’s and SVMS joined together in a 

a car train of comforting solidarity for Layla Palladino (8A) and  her mom, Carmen 

who were mourning the loss of Layla’s dad who battled cancer bravely for about a 

year This event was organized by Annette Draeger.  At a time when wakes and 

funerals cannot be held, this touching gesture brought comfort to the family. I 
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thank all of her classmates, friends and teachers who made the long ride to 

Flanders to show your support. This touching act will remain with this family 

forever. Please pray for Carmela Esposito, mother-in-law of Tresa Espositio, our 

KA Aide, who passed away on Friday . Also, bring to prayer Lou Mantone, uncle of 

Bridget and Jerry Mantone, who went home to God on Friday.  May Martha Dodd, 

mother of Lindsay Gannon (former parent) also be resting in the loving embrace of 

our God. We pray for all of the souls who have died from CoVid-10. May their souls 

have gone straight to Heaven. 

We continue to pray for Bill and Carol Nauta, mom and dad of Miss Nauta, for their 

complete recovery. We pray also for Mrs. Mc Dermott’s dad, John Duff, who is 

dealing with a recurrence of cancer. In this time of need we offer our prayers to 

Jesus the Healer, asking him to grant peace of mind and heart and body to those in 

need of healing.  

We continue to hear of deeds of great valor from our medical workers on the 

frontline. May God continue to give them the courage to face each day…indeed 

face each moment. We pray also for the cleaners and the care takers in hospitals 

and nursing homes. We pray for all those who have kept their businesses open to 

provide us with our daily needs….our “daily bread.” May God nourish them with 

health and peace as they provide for us. We pray special daily prayers for the 

members of our school community who give of themselves to save lives. May God 

shower each of you with special blessinigs. 

In this time when those of us who like to be in control have no control, let us hand 

our lives over to God who will help us to evaluate what really matters in our lives 

and who will continue to steer our boat in the direction of a destination that only 

He knows. May our trust in God remain steadfast. This crisis brings to mind a poem 

that I rely on often when I feel that my energy is spent. It is by Jessica Powers: 

“If you have nothing, gather back your sigh, 

and with your hands held high, your heart held high, 

lift up your emptiness! “ 

                                                                                                   Blessings, 

                                                                                                Sr. Noreen 

 



 


