
 

                                                                                                          September 27th, 2020 

Dear Parents, 

We have crossed over seasons and with that comes a lovely crispness in the air that keeps 

us refreshed and wide awake. The past three weeks in this building has warmed this soul 

to no end. It is such a thrill to observe the children so happy and vivacious and the 

teachers getting acclimated to doing two jobs in one in the hybrid model. They are all 

troopers and they have done an excellent job learning as well as teaching. The sense of 

community has not been diminished and we will march on day by day taking all that a day 

brings us in our stride.  I feel tremendously blessed and these past few weeks have 

highlighted for me what a great school team we have of teachers, staff, parents and 

children. Prayers have been answered to keep us together for 14 school days. May that 

turn into 180 for this whole school year! We continue to proceed with caution and 

prudence and I thank you most sincerely for your patience and support. Safety First was 

the theme of our back to school plan and this theme will continue to be the overarching 

driving force as we walk into the unknown. 

I love walking around the building hearing the cacophony of voices - some in person and 

some on screen. The melding of the virtual and in-person is happening bit by bit and I even 

heard one child from home ask a teacher if he could use the bathroom! Our little ones had 

great lessons in apples this past week and learned a tremendous amount of information 

while having lots of fun. Their ability to amass information is amazing. Students at all 

grade levels were very industrious all and dare I say that they are loving being in school. 

The teachers really have given their all for the love of your children and I am very proud 

of them. I am also proud of your children whose childlike interactions and wonder have 

given me much needed laughs. Children are resilient and we need to tap into their inner 

spontaneity to lighten our heavy adult loads.  I feel that I gravitate toward them to bring 

a sense of levity to situations that we can find difficult. They certainly lead the way in the 

joy department. 



This coming week all students will take the NWEA MAP Growth test which is a national 

standardized test. The subjects to be tested are Math and Reading and the test typically 

takes between 30-50 minutes. These tests are not as daunting as the IOWA and Terra 

Nova tests that lasted a full week and encompassed most subject areas. The tests will 

measure strengths and identify gaps which will be a great source of data for the teachers. 

Now, more than ever, it is important for the teachers to know where the gaps are. The 

results will guide their teaching and enable them to meet the needs of all of the students 

using current raw data. The MAP Growth test will be taken again in January and June with 

the final score being a child’s documented score for the year. The Blue/ Gold Children will 

be tested in their homerooms on the days that they are in school. The children who are 

fully remote will test at home in full view of their teachers.  Please look for information on 

the NWEA testing schedule from your child’s homeroom teacher. Note that while the ‘in 

school children’ are testing, the children at home will be given an assignment. 

We want our 8th grade students to have a memorable year and graduation activities began 

on Friday evening with a socially distanced outdoor movie in our parking lot. The Class of 

2021 were treated to a great evening and I thank the many parents who made it happen 

for them. It was a beautiful evening with the moon lighting up the sky and the temperature 

perfect for the occasion. These students are in the throes of applying for high school in 

the midst of all of this chaos but it has not dampened their spirits at all. I know that they 

are in for a great year and the memories are just beginning. 

We continue to focus on building on what we have to offer the students in terms of 

courses. I am pleased to introduce two new faculty members to you. Deirdre Quinn is our 

new Life Lessons/Social Emotional Teacher for Kindergarten through 8th grade. She 

received a baptism by fire on Wednesday and Thursday by going into classes and meeting 

students while helping them to touch into their feelings of meeting someone new. The 

children were very open to her and she left each day with a big smile on her masked face! 

We welcome her with open hearts. She plans to livestream to the children at home this 

coming week. We also have a new gym teacher, Claire Dean, who will focus on health lessons 

in the beginning. This aspect of the curriculum is very important especially at this time of 

CoVid-19. Gym will be phased in slowly but surely. Mrs. Dean is thrilled to join us and she 

has extensive experience teaching in Catholic schools. She comes highly recommended.  

She will begin her career with us next Friday. 

All the pieces of the puzzle are coming together nicely and I am very happy that we have 

come this far in a safe and healthy manner. I thank parents who have kept children home 

when feeling sick or exhibiting symptoms. It is especially hard given that it is allergy 

season and also the change of weather can bring its health challenges. I truly get a sense 

that you are operating out of the attitude of protecting everybody and that brings great 



comfort The Pandemic Task Team continues to meet regularly and I am grateful to them 

for all of the expertise that they have contributed thus far.  

We made big inroads on the submission of health screening forms this past week but we 

still are not fully in compliance. Mrs. Reilly, along with Karyn Collins, have worked diligently 

to iron out the kinks with names and the digital glitches and there are still some of these 

to work on. Please remember to submit your forms by 7:45AM so that Mrs. Reilly gets a 

chance to check which ones are missing before taking up her post outside. Remember that 

failure to submit leads to your child not able to enter the building. Contact Mrs. Reilly if 

you are still struggling to submit this form and she will work with you on it. We have also 

researched an app and details will be coming soon. Mrs. Reilly has been a superhero 

through all of this CoVid -19 experience. She has no easy task given that guidelines change 

daily and she is in constant contact with the local health department and many health 

professionals. I am very grateful that we have such a dedicated and accomplished nurse 

who does what needs to be done to stay on top of things.  And I am grateful to all of you 

for supporting her by doing the right thing in these challenging times. 

We have chopped much time off of our drop-off and pick-up procedures. We were blessed 

to have Melissa Williams work on this and what she produced is bearing great fruit. I 

thank Fr. George, Miss Gisoldi and all of our staff members for their time, patience and 

devotion to being superb traffic controllers. Many of us have taken on roles that were 

nowhere on our radar this time last year. It has been challenging but fun! 

Just a few reminders: 

 If you are in the front of the line you must wait to leave until all children have 

disembarked. The signal will change from STOP to SLOW to indicate that you can 

move forward. I do not want to die by being run over by someone who is in a hurry 

to get going! I had a few near misses this past week. We have people coming out 

from the edge of the middle school building and walkers crossing the driveway so it 

is important to be alert. 

 Please do not go through the driveway between the church and the rectory to join 

the car line. All cars must enter via Green Avenue. 

 Children who are walkers cannot be picked up on Green Village Road by parents as  

this was not the intention of the walking policy. Having children leave the building as 

walkers and then get right into a car goes against what we are trying to accomplish 

at pick-up. This activity stunts the movement of traffic coming out of our driveway 

and violates the walker privilege. Walkers either walk home or go into town with 

permission from parents. 

 We want to keep our neighbors happy! We have a very good relationship with the 

Presbyterian Church next door and their Montessori School lets out at 2:30PM. 



Please keep the space into that driveway free so that parents may enter. I know 

that it is a challenge as this driveway is right beside our driveway but I am pleading 

with you to help keep us on good terms. I had a report of an altercation at this 

driveway with the administrator of the school and one of our parents this past 

week. This is definitely news that I do not want to hear. 

Jen Nolan, our HSA President, and the HAS Executive Board will be hosting an excellent 

virtual workshop on Tuesday at 7PM that will last about an hour. Kirk Martin and his son, 

Casey, will provide parents and teachers with many strategies to deal with negative 

behaviors in children that probably have been accentuated during this time. Aren’t we all a 

little bit frayed?! I believe this workshop will help us all and provide us with valuable tools 

that will alleviate some of the stress related to dealing with challenging behaviors. The 

information on this workshop went out as an eBlast this week and is also found in this 

eNews. Registration is required. 

We will be turning the calendar to October on Thursday and you will find the October 

dates in this eNews. Let us take the time to observe the beauty of this season and 

continue to rely on the magnificent love of our God who has the power to change the color 

of the trees and change the darkness that this experience of CoVid-19 brings. Together 

we will keep each other safe. Together we will keep each other healthy. 

                                                                                                           Blessings, 

                                                                                                          Sr. Noreen 

 


