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As we approach March 13, 2021, we remember that it was on this date last year that Saint Vincent 
Martyr School announced that it would be going remote for two weeks. Little did we know that two 
weeks would morph into thirteen weeks and then an entirely new way of teaching and learning in the 
subsequent school year. Almost one year later, there is still so much unknown about COVID-19 and 
we continue to be vigilant about safeguarding our students and staff. 
 
As we live through Phase ll, we want to bring to your attention a few issues and protocols that will 
assist us in being compliant with all of the policies that we have adapted for this unusual year due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Remote Learning 
 
We are all learning to balance the increased presence of technology in our classrooms and in our 
homes.  For much of the past year, we have been dependent upon cameras, keyboards and virtual 
teaching to help us deliver quality education to our students.  As we have returned to five-day-a-week 
in-person learning, we must develop best practices and norms for the use of remote learning moving 
forward.   The technology is present and in our classrooms, but we must be cognizant of how and 
when we use it now that we are able to resume full, in-person learning. 
 
These past few weeks have shown us that the circumstances of having your child participate 
remotely needs to be clarified for parents.  In order to provide the best possible learning experience 
for our students, it is critical that our teachers are fully prepared at the beginning of each school day. 
This includes knowing which students will be in class and which will be virtual.  To provide this 
consistency for their lesson planning, we have developed the following guidelines to help us better 
serve our students: 

 
1. Students may attend school virtually under the following circumstances:  

a. If a parent indicated that as their choice for Phase II. 
b. If they are quarantining because of an exposure to someone who has tested positive for 

COVID-19. 
c. If they are experiencing COVID-19 or any “Common Cold” symptoms. 
d. If they are quarantining after returning from travel to an area outside of the NY, CT, PA 

& DE area. Please be aware that students are not allowed to tune in from a vehicle 
while traveling or while they are away. 

e. When a child has a doctor, a dentist or any other kind of appointment during the school 
day, he/she may tune in before and after the appointment. As a reminder, children are 
not to be coming and going during the school day to attend appointments.  

 
We are aware that we are entering allergy season where some of the symptoms overlap. 
Please see guidance further below. 

 



2. Students may not attend school virtually if under “normal” non-pandemic times, they 
would be absent from school for the following reasons: 

a. If your child is severely ill, it is best for them to convalesce at home and recover from 
their illness. 

b. If your child requires a mental health day, it should be a true mental health day and they 
should not attend school. 
 

Your child is not permitted to participate remotely for any other reason than those listed above in 
Section 1 a - e, therefore they will be marked absent if they stay home for any other reason.  If your 
child is home and you would like to pick up their books and other school materials, please contact 
their teacher to find out the best time to collect your child’s books after school, as there is no time to 
do this in the morning before school starts. 

Spring Break: Quarantine for Travel Outside of NJ, NY, CT, DE and PA  

The policy at SVMS for travel quarantine remains at 10 days as long as the student remains healthy 
during that 10-day timeframe. 

1. Day one starts the day after you return from your trip; the student may return to school on day 
11. 

2. If your child/children or anyone in your household become ill with COVID-19 like symptoms 
during the 10-day quarantine, COVID-19 testing will be required. 

3. Your child is not able to return on day seven after a negative COVID-19 test.  
4. No remote learning will be provided while you are away on vacation. 

a. Children may not tune into their classrooms while in a car going to or coming from a 
vacation. 

Drop off and Pick Up 

1. In the morning, please have your child(ren) ready to disembark immediately when all cars in 
your group have come to a complete stop.  

2. Walkers are never to be picked up at the sidewalk immediately in front of the designated 
“walker door” or anywhere between Wilmer Street and Kings Road on Green Village Road. 

3. Entry into the pick up car line is from Green Avenue only. Cars are never allowed to cut into 
the car line from Green Village Road. 

Seasonal Allergies  
 

1. Keep your child home for anything other than itchy or watery eyes and sneezing/runny 
nose if your child suffers from allergies.  

a. If their sneezing and runny nose is persistent, keep them home until it can be 
controlled with an allergy medication or alternative therapies. 

b. If your child is not known to have seasonal allergies and they experience any “allergy 
like” symptoms or cold symptoms, they will need to be seen by a doctor.  

 



2. The current guidelines from the NJDOH for schools still require that a child be ruled out 
for COVID-19 before an alternative diagnosis can be given.  

a. This remains the policy at SVMS.  
b. The guidelines from the NJDOH were updated again in January 2021.  
c. If there is any new guidance that moves away from this, it will be made known to you. 

 
3. When keeping your child home, call the school nurse to report your child’s absence, 

their symptoms, and for guidance on COVID-19 testing.  
a. Notify your child’s teacher so they are aware your child will need to sign on virtually. 

This only applies to students who have valid reasons, as listed above. 
  
 
CDC Link for Allergy Symptoms VS COVID-19 Symptoms 
 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/infographic-overlap-symptoms.ht
ml#print 
 
 
Thank you for your cooperation during these challenging times. With your support and full compliance 
we will be able to continue to maintain our record of being able to come to school on every scheduled 
day for the 2020-2021 school year. 
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