
 

 

 November 29, 2020 

Dear Parents, 

I pray that you had a happy Thanksgiving and were able to count many blessings 

despite the coronavirus disrupting traditional plans. I pray in thanksgiving for all of 

you each day. We begin the church Season of Advent today by lighting one candle. 

Advent is a time to prepare for the real meaning of Christmas and a time for Jesus 

to be born in our own hearts.  The first Advent candle radiates hope – a virtue will 

help drive out the darkness that has so consumed our world. Through prayer let 

hope take residence in our souls and let hope radiate in all that we say and do this 

coming week. We need hope now more than ever! 

We continue to plow ahead with in-person learning and we need to do so with great 

caution. The NJ is orange but the local metrics allow us to come to school. You will 

notice that NJ is no longer providing an advisory list but has designated all states 

as hotspots that are outside of the NJ, PA, DE and CT Region. I trust that if you 

have travelled to any of the hotpot states that you will quarantine for 14 days. 

Also, if you had visitors come from these states to celebrate Thanksgiving with you 

it is advised that you quarantine also for at least a week. If you had a large family 

gathering, it would be wise for your children to stay out of school for at least a 

week to monitor symptoms.  (Please see holiday travel letter under Parents on the 



Nurse tab on our website svmsnj.org) Please know that if your children are out 

they can still attend class virtually. They will be marked present if they attend 

their Google Meets. Please let the nurse and the homeroom teachers know if your 

children will be out so that they can plan accordingly. At this stage the teachers 

and students have mastered the hybrid model of teaching and learning so your 

child should not miss a beat when learning from home. 

We are trying our best to provide experiences for the children that will help them 

to celebrate traditional events on the school calendar. It warms my heart that we 

will have the Christmas Shop this coming week chaired by Danielle Glacken, Caitlin 

Villa and Alexandra Ward and their wonderful hard-working committee. This event 

is one that requires a tremendous gift of time and effort and this committee has 

knocked it out of the park this year. The impending rain has forced the event to be 

held inside and with Miss Gisoldi’s scheduling expertise I am sure that the children 

will enjoy themselves tremendously.  Our annual Breakfast with Santa will also take 

on a new twist this coming Saturday with the event being a drive through in the 

parking lot. All of the usual ‘gym stations’ will be set up, and Mrs. Polce and her 

committee of elves have been working tirelessly to make this event as memorable 

as it always is. I thank both of these groups for being willing to commit to these 

events in a time of not really knowing what can and cannot be done. We are SVMS 

Strong! 

As we move into the month of December on Tuesday, let us do so with Advent 

hope. Your children have been a great source of hope and joy for me. You have 

loved them and protected them from the darkness that invades our beings and 

they continue to share a deep sense of faith in school that everything little thing is 

going to be alright. Let us align ourselves with their great joy and embrace this 

month with deep faith that Jesus is being born in our hearts. May our little lights 

shine for all those who need it during this Season of Advent. 

                                                                                                            Blessings, 

                                                                                                            Sr, Noreen 


