
 

                                                                                                                                     May 16, 2021 

Dear Parents, 

You have no idea what it’s like to experience a Friday at Saint Vincent Martyr 

School. No! It is never a run-of-the-mill “Thank God, it’s Friday” declaration. It is 

always a welling up of gratitude for being able to complete another full 

uninterrupted week during this year of pandemic. The classrooms continue to be 

havens of learning and I am aware this year more than ever how important it is to 

strive to lay a sound educational foundation for our children along with tuning into 

their well-being. The mutual interactions among the students and faculty is 

beautiful to observe. It is such a privilege to get an inside look. I think that even 

our little ones realize what a blessing it is to be able to come to school each day. 

As we wind down the school year, with every emotion under the sun churning within 

us, let us focus on our gratitude barometer to dispel any feelings that may 

threaten to weigh us down. 

Please be aware of our new (going back to the old!) dismissal, which begins 

tomorrow. We are releasing the students en masse and we are asking you to 

continue to comply with safety regulations by leaving right away to free up the 

traffic. Our neighbors have been very happy with our pull into the playground 

procedures and we want them to continue to have a positive attitude toward our 

school. Please do not park in any driveway or dilly dally around the campus. It is 

imperative that your children go to the crosswalks to cross the streets. We do not 

want any child to get hurt for the sake of a few minutes. Green Village Road is a 

busy county road and visibility is not the best for cars coming down so it is so 



important to be mindful and to be watchful. Kindergarten students will be 

dismissed first to the front doors by the main office. Parents can park on Wilmer 

and come down the driveway to meet their children. This class will be followed by 

Grades 1 through 5 with middle school children being last to be dismissed. The 

teachers have been briefed and you have filled in the forms informing the 

teachers of which line your children will be going on. Please be assured that all 

hands will be on deck to help with the flow. Any children not picked up will be 

brought back to the gym. I know that it will be challenging for a few days but I am 

sure that with your cooperation it will become old hat by the end of this week. 

2A and 2B celebrated a special  Communion Mass together on Tuesday. Their 

parents joined them as they honored this wonderful milestone in their lives. The 

whole student body  formed a pandemic-safe guard of honor from the school to the 

church.  It was a sight to behold and I think that it made the 2nd graders feel like 

spiritual rockstars! I want to thank Miss Gisoldi, Mrs. Donald, Mrs. Tracey, Mrs. 

Baker and Mrs. Coppola for coordinating this event and for guiding the children 

through the motions of this Mass. Of course, Fr. George was his usual brilliant self 

with a homily that totally captured the attention of the children. What a gift we 

have in him! 

On Friday there was a beautiful dogwood tree dedication ceremony in honor of Sr. 

Ann who retired from SVMS last year.  This was initiated by the Education Council 

and funded by the HSA -ultimately by all of you. Mary Beth Flanagan scripted a 

beautiful tribute to Sr. Ann  using features of the dogwoood tree to align with Sr. 

Ann’s strength and beauty of character. The ceremony itself was very touching 

with many children from different grade levels participating by reading parts.  

Many faculty and staff members were happy to witness Sr. Ann being recognized 

for her years of service as a teacher and as a sister. It was such a treat to see 

some alumni come back and join in the gathering. Fr. George led us in prayer in a 

way that only he can do. Sr. Ann was very moved by it all. The tree is strategically 

placed in a spot that can be seen from the window of Sr. Ann’s apartment. It was in 

this spot that she spent many years standing sentinel in her yellow coat directing 

traffic. May the flowers on this dogwood blossom and grow and may Sr. Ann 

continue to be blessed in her retirement. 

The HSA oversees many events and activities in our school and these are funded 

by contributions and fundraisers -big and small- throughout the year. Even in this 



year of pandemic, many activities went ahead despite the great challenges. Your 

HSA contract has a line item for class dues which translates into the teachers 

being gifted in your name at intermittent times during the year including at the 

beginning of the school year for clasroom set up, at Christmas, for teacher 

appreciation, for birthdays and at the end of the school year.  This year’s 

fundraiser was a tremendous success and it affirmed what a supportive parent 

body that we have. Thank you! 

I am always amazed at how smart the PreK children are.  I have often been gob 

smacked with what has come out of the mouths of our babes! They have really 

amassed an amazing amount of information and I am in awe at how much the 

teachers have been able to lead them to such a high level of learning. I was in one 

classroom this week and the class was learning about the letter W. The teacher 

asked the children to tell her words that they knew began with the letter W. One 

child offered the “question words.” The teacher gently said “not the’ ‘qua” words 

but the ‘wah’ words” The child said “I know that you want the ‘wah’ words and 

spilled out the question words, “Who? What? Why? Where and When?” How clever 

was that! From the PreK who are at the bottom of our educational stairs, to the 8th 

grade at the top of our educational stairs, we have been gifted with students 

longing to learn and open to all that is being offered at SVMS. We have the best! 

I am exceptionally proud of the Class of 2021 who are counting down the days to 

their graduation. They have done a terrific job being accepted into their high 

school of choice and have amassed an amazing total of $1,004,000.00 in 

scholarships! Yes! That is over $1 million. What a great accomplishment! They have 

worked really hard and have remained focused on doing their best throughout the 

year. The following chart gives you a list of the forty-nine 8th grade children and 

the high schools that they will be attending in the Fall: 

 

Name of Student High School Attending 

Lily Agnew Academy of Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station 

Marianna Bernardo Oak Knoll School of the Holy Child, Summit 

Tommy Blunda Saint Peter’s Prep, Jersey City 

Nina Bohensky Academy of Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station 

Emma Brading Academy of Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station 

William Bruzzese Seton Hall Prep, West Orange 

Christian Bucciarelli Seton Hall Prep, West Orange 



Timothy Bucciarelli Seton Hall Prep, West Orange 

Antonia Cirillo Mount Saint Mary Academy, Watchung 

Chase Coccia Oratory Prep, Summit 

Zachary Chipperson Delbarton School, Morristown 

Michaela Cremin Academy of Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station 

James Cutler Seton Hall Prep, West Orange 

Danica Del Fonso Morris Catholic, Denville 

Harrison Eget Seton Hall Prep, West Orange  

Michael Finn Seton Hall Prep, West Orange 

Lila Gorke Kent Place School, Summit 

Ailish Gutshall Summit High School 

Connor Herring Seton Hall Prep, West Orange 

Timothy Keaveney Seton Hall Prep, West Orange 

Julianna King Academy of Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station 

Victoria Lagios Oak Knoll School of the Holy Child, Summit 

Timothy Logan Seton Hall Prep, West Orange 

Ellie Mc Cabe Oak Knoll School of the Holy Child, Summit 

Dillon Mc Weeney Oratory Prep, Summit 

Maggie Misita Academy of Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station 

Scott Morgan Seton Hall Prep, West Orange 

Danny O’Brien Saint Peters Prep, Jersey City 

Tommy O’Brien Saint Peter’s Prep, Jersey City 

Jonathan O’Connor Seton Hall Prep, West Orange 

Nicole O’Dowd Madison High School 

Connor O’Neill Seton Hall Prep, West Orange 

Grace Packie Academy of Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station 

Elle Perry Phillips Exeter Academy, New Hampshire 

Aidan Prucher Saint Peter’s Prep, Jersey City 

Grace Puglisi Mount Saint Mary Academy, Watchung 

Morgan Reis Villa Walsh Academy, Morristown 

Katie Rendon Academy of Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station 

Emma Ritchie Academy of Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station 

Santiago Rodriquez Madison High School 

Jed Rohrbacker Saint Peter’s Prep, Jersey City 

Luke Rohrbacker Saint Peter’s Prep, Jersey City 

Allesandro Salerno Delbarton School, Morristown 

Christopher Salmon Oratory Prep, Summit 

Kaveh Shojai Seton Hall Prep, West orange 

Madeleine Soliman Academy of Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station 

Whitney Teagan Academy of Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station 

Piper Walsh Kent Place School, Summit 

Evelyn West Academy of Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station 



I have grown up as a principal with these students and I am swelling with pride for 

each of them. They were in PreK4 when I began and I remember so many things 

about them during that year. It was a memorable one! They are ready to fly off 

from the Eagle’s nest but we will cherish these last few weeks with them before 

they graduate on June 4th.  There are great plans in motion for their last week of 

school and we pray that the weather and the virus will cooperate. 

As we anticipate June 15th – the last day of school- I want to take a quick look back 

at this historic 2021-2022 school year. I am the first to admit that it was not a 

perfect year. While the challenges were many, I feel that the blessings far 

outweighed them. With your willingness to comply with all of the protocols and 

adopt them -even if you didn’t always agree with them- our school doors have 

remained open for the duration of the year. We never had to go fully remote. This 

year has been a very humbling experience for me. I never once doubted that we 

would not be able to open safely after any holiday. I never once doubted that all of 

you would walk closely with us when we had to implement protocols that looked 

harsh on paper. I never once doubted that our SVMS community would do what 

needed to be done to keep us in school every day. I thank each of you from the 

bottom of my heart. I know that the students learned many lessons – many not 

found in books- that will bode them well in years to come. 

A month from now we will all be on our merry way jumping into summer vacation. 

Let these last weeks be ones of happiness that can be achieved one child at a time, 

one teacher at a time, one parent at a time. We will continue to keep the good vibes 

going right up to Tuesday, June 15th. I pray that we can lift each other’s spirits to 

end the year on a high note. 

                                                                                       Blessings, 

                                                                                       Sr. Noreen 

 


