
 

                                                                                                                                             May 2, 2021 

Dear Parents, 

This coming week we celebrate our teachers … and what a great bunch of teachers 

SVMS has! From PreK 3 to 8th grade, your children have been gifted with 

professionals who have gone beyond the call of duty this school year. In this time 

of great turbulence, our teachers have managed to bring a sense of equilibrium to 

each and every classroom of our building. I never cease to be amazed at their 

resilience and ability to normalize a very challenging time in education.  As I go 

through the building, I observe classes that are well-planned, standard driven, 

entertaining with heart-warming interactions. The teachers have not missed a beat 

and have adapted to every situation that has been thrown their way. I feel very 

blessed to work with such a dedicated group and I know that I can count on them 

to be plying their trade at all times without any great nudging from me.  Heartfelt 

gratitude goes to them! The HSA Hospitality Committee will acknowledge the 

teachers on your behalf with treats for the duration of the week. Jenny Mangold 

and Leslie Readlinger have come up with very creative and touching ways to throw 

lots of loving gestures the way of the teachers and staff. 

We adopted the NWEA, MAP Growth standardized test for this school year to 

replace the IOWA for grades 2 through 8. This was a providential move in that it 

helped to give us a sense of gaps that may have been incurred during remote 

learning last Spring. The September tests helped to guide the curriculum in each 

class and helped the teachers to identify areas of strength and areas of weakness. 

All in all, the results have highlighted for us what a phenomenally gifted bunch of 

students we have at SVMS. The third and final set of Reading and Math tests will 

be given to students in Grades 2 through 8 over the next three weeks and it is 

these final scores that will be documented as the yearly score for the children and 



become part of their permanent record. Thank you for working with us to assist 

your children to maintain the high level of excellence that is an integral part of our 

school. 

I am the first to admit that excellence is not only measured by a grade on a report 

card. We have many gifted children in our school and the variety of gifts radiates 

in so many ways each and every day in our building. Your children have been 

stalwarts in plowing through the challenges of this year. They have lifted our 

spirits and brought us much joy. We are blessed to be in a school where we can 

cater to the spiritual development of the children and help provide the children 

with a strong foundation in faith. We recite our mission statement every morning 

believing that with Jesus at our side we can be the best version of ourselves. 

Our 2nd graders are all consumed with the love and power of Jesus having received 

communion over the past two Saturdays. The children in 2B looked splendid in all of 

their finery yesterday and are wide open to being true disciples now that they have 

received the Body and Blood of Jesus.  Both 2nd grade classes will celebrate 

together at a traditional special school Mass at 9:30AM on May 11th.  The children 

will come to school in their First Communion outfits and join their parents in 

church. They will return to school after the Mass and change in designated 

changing rooms in the school. Because of CoVid constraints only parents will be able 

to be with the children in the church at this Mass and we will not be able to host a 

reception. 

We recently switched into our Spring uniforms and I am noticing that there have 

been many variations of the uniform-especially socks. Catholic schools pride 

themselves in their uniforms and it is the uniformity that diminishes any potential 

competitiveness with clothes that would distract from the learning process. I ask 

that you please pay particular attention to the uniform policy that is posted as a 

separate item in this eNewsletter and make sure that your children are in 

compliance. 

There are many times that I mention that I pray for you or for a particular cause. 

I truly believe in the power of prayer. I feel that it has been this power that has 

brought us all here safely to the beginning of May. The month of May is known as 

Mary’s month and I know that through her intercession we will be able to keep on 

coming into school right to the end. I ask you to join with me as we honor our 

Blessed Mother during this month. We have a lovely Mary garden in front of our 



school. I know that the car line can become a challenge so instead of getting 

frustrated maybe it would be a good place to place your cares and worries. 

I empathize with everyone who suffers from allergies and with the wind blowing 

this past week we have experienced an explosion of allergies in the school. Please 

make sure that you communicate with the nurse about your child’s allergies and let 

her know if we can alleviate the distress causes by them May this be a wind free 

week! 

 

                                                                                               Blessings, 

                                                                                               Sr. Noreen 

 

 


