
 

March 7, 2021 

 

 

Hopefully, nice weather will be here to stay very soon. They say March comes in like a lion and 

goes out like a lamb. After the winter we had, I can’t wait to welcome all the beautiful spring 

flowers and warm sun. It is definitely time for all the snow to melt away for good! 

 

The first week in March brought some exciting events at SVMS. Our 6th graders recently 

finished reading the “The Westing Game” by Ellen Raskin. This past Thursday they portrayed 

their favorite character in their own “Westing Game Extravaganza” by reviewing the novel 

through Jeopardy and character representation. A super fun day was had by all! Dr. Seuss was 

celebrated all week in our kindergarten classes. Monday was Cat in the Hat Day. Each student 

wore their own favorite hat from home and in school, made a Cat in the Hat, and wrote their own 

Cat in the Hat stories. Tuesday was Fox in Socks Day. They each wore crazy socks and made 

Fox in Socks during the school day. On Wacky Wednesday each student dressed in an 

extraordinary way and made wacky animals using different animal parts. Green Eggs and Ham 

was made on Thursday with each student wearing green and stripes. Finally on Friday, all 

students enjoyed a Dr. Seuss movie in their pajamas. In pre-school and other grade levels, our 

students enjoy different stories and movies by Dr. Seuss with a variety of fun activities. It was a 

busy and fun week! 

 

This year at SVMS March Madness is taking on a different turn. Picture Book March Madness is 

happening in grades 1-3. A selection of picture books will be read throughout the month and the 

students will vote in each round for the picture book they want to move on to the next round. By 

the end of the month there will be one “winner.” A bulletin board displaying the brackets will be 

on display outside of the third-grade classrooms. 

 

This coming Saturday, March 13, marks a year that SVMS was closed for what we thought was 

going to be two weeks. Little did we know when we went home that day how changed our lives 

would become. Virtual home-schooling for our students, and “work from home” for many of you 

was our new norm. It has been a whirlwind of a year to say the least as we adapted to bare 

grocery store shelves, shortage of paper and sanitizing products, no visiting with family and 

friends, attending liturgy virtually, curbside pick-up, cancelled sport seasons and alternative 

ways to celebrate, etc. We saw the outpouring of kindness which helped those in need during 

these troubling times as well as recognizing all of our essential workers. We prayed for those 

who were ill and for those who lost their lives to COVID-19. Together we made changes to beat 

the virus, by wearing masks, being socially distant, avoiding large crowds and washing our 



hands often became part of our daily routine. While there have been struggles, I feel confident 

that we are on a path toward a greater sense of normalcy. As the vaccines are being distributed 

continue to adhere to the safety measures, I have great hope in seeing the light at the end of the 

tunnel in the months ahead. 

 

Of course, the month of March would not be complete without the celebration of St. Patrick’s 

Day. The shamrocks have been appearing everywhere! Be sure to wear green on Wednesday, 

March 17th in honor of Sr. Noreen. It is a free tag day. 

 

It’s almost here! SVMS STRONG will be celebrated virtually at St. Vincent Martyr on Friday 

evening, March 19. The various committees are busy working to put all of the final touches on 

the biggest event of the year at SVMS. Have you purchased your Celebration Box, Kids Pick-a-

Prize tickets, and the Grand Raffle tickets? Have you registered for click-bid? I know we can 

count on all of you to support our annual fundraiser. See the details in today’s e-newsletter, and 

remember “You need to be in to win it!” 

 

It is important that students come to school each day wearing the correct full uniform. The dress 

code policy is available this week once again for you to review. Moving forward, it is important 

all students have uniforms from Flynn and O’Hara, the correct color and type of socks, the 

correct sweatshirt, shoes, etc. each day. Sneakers are to be worn on gym days only unless you 

choose to wear them on a tag day. Your cooperation is appreciated as always. 

 

Our Lenten journey should be bringing us closer to God through sacrifice and prayer as we 

prepare for the joy of the Resurrection on Easter Sunday. Take time this week with your family 

to prepare for this joyful celebration. SVM parish has many Lenten programs scheduled which 

can be reviewed on the parish website, www.svmnj.org.  

 

In closing, I want to express my gratitude for your continued support. Warmer weather and better 

days are coming! 

 

Sincerely, 

Miss Anne Marie Gisoldi 

Vice-Principal 
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