
 

  

                                                                                                                                                     January 6, 2018 

Dear Parents, 

As we turn the page on another chapter of our lives I wish you a year filled with 

good news, good health and good memories. Christmas seems a distant memory and 

times spent in my beloved hometown in County Kerry, Ireland have turned into a 

dreamlike state. I hope that you and your family have treasured memories of the 

week off and that Santa brought a lot of joy to your house. This man is something 

else and I have heard tales of great goings on in your chimneys and in your living 

rooms. What joy and excitement that he brings! Long may he live! 

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany marking the three kings’ arrival at 

the stable in Bethlehem. The gifts that they bore are known from memory and 

remind us that Jesus is always ready for a visit. We gift Him each day by how we 

live acknowledging that our lives are should mirror His life of compassion, kindness 

and care for the other. Let us remember to visit Jesus in our hearts each day and 

pray to Him to assist us to live good and virtuous lives. Our school’s New Year’s 

Resolution is simply: BE KIND. 

For a few years now we have had a strong focus on marketing and we have valued 

all of your feedback and of course your faithful commitment to SVMS.. A 

suggestion was made that we automate registration to expedite the process of 

determining how many are going to be in each class. We listened and this will 

happen over the next couple of weeks. You will receive an email outlining the 

procedure and containing all of the forms needed to complete registration for your 

family. The fee is $125.00 per family and this payment can also be made online. 



The gap in time between registration and receiving a contract will be shortened 

considerably. We have had many inquiries across all grade levels and in order to 

accommodate prospective parents we need to know how many spots are available at 

each grade level. PreK tuition will remain the same as it is now and K through 8th 

tuition will increase by $100. This is a financial risk for us and is considerably less 

than the increase traditionally made. We are willing to take this risk because you 

have faithfully invested in us and we know that we can count on you to work with us 

to bring the enrollment to a level that will help us to be financially stable. We are 

focusing very keenly on attracting PreK and Kindergarten children so if you can 

send any children of this age our way it would be very much appreciated.  

It is back to the grindstone for us and I was totally in awe of how quickly the 

children assimilated back to school. The mid-term nerves can already be detected 

on the faces of the students. Review sheets are in the works and the exams will 

take place the week of January 21st. Miss Gisoldi will develop a schedule which you 

will receive soon. Exams begin in 3rd grade with Math and continue for students 

through 8th grade. 

Basketball season is in full swing and I want to remind the parents that there is a 

Sports Code of Conduct that was signed that needs attention. This is the time of 

year when darkness sets in and a feeling of lethargy invades us all. In order for a 

child to remain as an active player on his/her team an average of a C or above must 

be maintained. If a child receives a D or below then he/she cannot participate in 

basketball-practice or games- until the grade improves. 

Auditions have been done for our annual school musical and parts have been 

designated to students in 6th, 7th and 8th. We have an abundance of acting, singing 

and dancing talent in these grades so it promises to be an historic show.  Practices 

will be held on Thursday and Friday of this week. This year’s musical will be “The 

Wizard of OZ” and the dates set aside for the performances are May 2nd and 3rd in 

the evening. There will be opportunities for children in the lower grades to 

participate so stay tuned! 

Plans are in the works for Catholic Schools Week and with Danielle Glacken and 

Susan Perry at the helm it promises to be a week to remember. The logistics are 

being worked out and the children will be exposed to service opportunities that will 

have them reach out to the less fortunate in many different venues. Many fun and 



spiritual activities are also being planned. Bishop Serratelli will grace us with his 

presence at the 9AM Mass on January 27th. Stay posted for further details. 

You may have noticed a large cement container outside the front door of the 

school. This planter serves as a security buffer. Any school that has an entrance 

through which a vehicle could plough throw was asked to place a buffer in front to 

prevent this from happening. This planter will be replete with plants soon. 

Be aware that there are many types of bugs floating around among us.  It is high 

flu season and please know that rest is the best cure for it.  Be sure to dress your 

children warmly and remind them to wash their hands frequently as preventative 

measures.  

Please keep Mrs. Burke in your prayers as she mourns the loss of her beloved dad, 

George Kaminsky. May he rest in peace and may heaven be all that he hoped for. 

Amelia and Olivia Mc Namara are also heartbroken at the loss of their much loved 

grandfather, Dave Mellon. Please keep them and their mom, Andrea, close in prayer 

as they mourn him. 

Let us begin this year on a positive note and keep God in our midst and all will be 

well. Stay warm! 

                                                                                        Blessings, 

                                                                                        Sr. Noreen 

 


