
 

 

                                                                                                                                     January 10, 2021 

Dear Parents, 

Happy New Year! I can’t help thinking that this time last year we did not know what 

was facing us and look at what 2020 threw at us! Let us hope and pray that 2021 

will erase CoVid-19 and enable us to come back in full as a school community. This 

certainly is a historic time that we are living through and we never know what is 

going to happen when we get up in the morning.  This past week was a case in point. 

Emotions of varying degrees are churning all over the world and it is important that 

we accompany our children on a journey that will safeguard their childhood. Thank 

you for protecting them and for giving them to us to guide and lead on the right 

path. With Jesus on our side we will get through this! By 9AM last Monday we were 

back in the saddle at 26 Green Village Road and the sound emanating from the 

classrooms was music to my ears. The teachers were rocking and rolling and the 

students -whether in class or remote- were so responsive. They did not miss a 

beat. It is good to be back! 



Congratulations to Zachary Wan and Alexis Nevistich for winning 1st and 2nd place 

respectively in the Knights of Columbus “Keep Christ in Christmas” art competition. 

Their pieces were really amazing and worthy of the win. Well done to all of the 

students who entered also. We had a great number of entries. 

Registration packets went out electronically this past Friday. I know! I know! How 

can we be even thinking about registration for 2021-2022 when we are in the midst 

of a pandemic? It is important that we maintain a semblance of normalcy and plan 

for the future. Saint Vincent Martyr School has been around for 172 years and on 

my watch, I want to keep it as vibrant and as robust as possible. Please attend to 

registration because I am sure that you have had to put many things on the back 

burner these days. Please let this not be one of them. 

A very pleasant surprise has come to us with registration. We have enough siblings 

of in-house families to almost fill one PreK3 class. This is unprecedented. I 

remember when many of these babies were born and I cannot believe that they are 

ready to begin their educational journey with us. As always, may I ask if you know 

of anyone who has school going children- any age- to encourage them to consider 

SVMS. The number of enrolled students has determined the annual tuition for us 

and for the past number of years we have been able to increase tuition at a minimal 

rate. I ask that you work with us this year to make that happen for next year. 

Word of mouth is the best marketing ploy and I trust that you will join our 

marketing team in spreading the word. SVMS is the place to be! 

Please do not forget to complete the poll asking for your decision on whether to 

come back or stay remote if we proceed to Phase ll on January 19th. It is 

important that we have every family’s input to be able to put things in place in our 

building. Right now, we are missing about 100 responses. Having feedback and input 

from all families is critical. The poll is found elsewhere in this eNewsletter. 

We are putting the finishing touches on our Phase ll plan as I write this letter. 

Please be aware that we will only move to this phase if it is absolutely safe to do 

this. We will take the lead from the local data and the advisement of the Madison 

Department of Health, the state and the diocesan officials. I send a NJ CoVid Map 

weekly and the color of the map has acted a s a guide for us. Currently the map of 

the state is orange. We need it to trend toward yellow which signifies that it is 

safe to be in school in full. While my heart is bursting with excitement at the 

thought of having most children back, I also have to temper my emotions with the 



responsibility of making sure that each and every child and adult in our building is 

guaranteed to be protected as much as is humanly possibly to safeguard them from  

contracting this virus. Know in a situation like this the head must rule the heart. 

Exam fever is in the air in households from 4th through 8th grade.  Schedules are 

posted on  a separate document in this eNewsletter. Again, the taking of exams is 

an attempt to continue on the road to normalcy so that when we do get back to 

normal our students will transition easily without having been denied the 

experiences that we would have in a regular year. For all of the children who are 

remote we are asking that they come in person on their scheduled exam time if 

that is possible. If not, we will make alternate arrangements. They will be tested in 

large space where they will be socially distanced and provided with barriers. Miss 

Gisoldi and I will monitor the exams for the children who are remote. Please assure 

your children that their best is good and they have really worked diligently up until 

now. The teachers will work with them this week to get them in the exam mood. 

Kudos to the teachers for all that they have done this school year to continue to 

provide the excellent education that has been a hallmark of SVMS. 

It has been exciting to observe the roll-out of the vaccines. School personnel are 

in Phase 1B and vaccines have begun to be administered to police men and 

firefighters who are at the top level of Phase 1B. Our staff has been registering to 

receive a vaccine and hopefully that will become a reality soon. The assurance of 

protection will be a relief to many of them who have been on the frontlines for 10 

months now.  I am so proud of each of them. 

We are in the throes of Winter and the challenge is to keep the spirits up. Your 

children do that for us each day and we hope that each family can continue the 

positive energy for the duration of these challenging months. I am so happy to be a 

part of this wonderful school community and know that we can handle anything that 

is thrown at us once we stick together in faith. Let God continue to steer this 

wandering and rocky ship and guide us to the shore of worry free and carefree 

days. We will get there! 

                                                                                           Blessings, 

                                                                                           Sr. Noreen 


