
 

                                                                                             September 13th, 2020 

Dear Parents, 

Six months ago today marked the end of the in-person 2019-2020 school year. Six 

days ago marked the beginning of the hybrid 2020-2021 school year! We are so 

happy to be back and in no time the children settled into the flow of things even 

though it was a very strange flow with only half of the children in on alternate 

days. For now, we will take that, praying that a full return is not too far off in the 

horizon. I am always amazed at the resilience of children and their ability to adapt. 

Much buzz radiated from every room and it warmed to my heart to hear all of the 

back and forth teaching and learning in every nook and cranny of the building.  I am 

the first to admit that this is not an ideal situation in which we find ourselves. The 

world has propelled us into turmoil and it is a privilege for us to try to bring some 

semblance of a normal childhood to our students. They sure will have memories to 

tell in later years 

When we chose the hybrid model, it was to honor the health and safety compliance 

guidelines and we are 100% in conformity at SVMS. I hope that your children 

related to you that they feel safe when in school. Teaching in a hybrid fashion is no 

easy task. Ask the teachers who literally crawled out of here on Friday afternoon!  

They want so much for this to be a positive experience for your children. They are 

working so hard to make that happen. They know that it will take a while to get to a 

point of comfort with this model. They will get there because we have the best and 

I have full confidence in them! We did check our system during the summer and 

got affirmation that our system was sufficient to handle what was coming. Despite 

this, there were many glitches this past week and I am totally in awe of you that 

you accepted the awkwardness of the situation without lashing out at the teachers.  

Thank you to those of you who offered words of advice and words of 

encouragement to them. As a community, we will get to a point where the glitches 



will be fewer and more tolerable for you and the teachers. Stay with us on this 

path as we try to make this work for everybody.  

And, what an experience drop-off and pick up has been! The rain threw in a huge 

curve ball on Thursday, drowning our thermometers and slowing the process a bit. 

But again…you were very gracious and good humored about it all. By Friday, we had 

knocked off 26 minutes from our pick-up time. PreK3 and PreK4 pick-up and drop 

off also was successful and those little legs really got a workout. The boys and 

girls rose to the occasion beautifully and were thrilled to be in school. Miss Gisoldi 

and Melissa Williams deserve much credit for continuing to work on the plan to 

make life easier for you and for us. Fr. George has a new found vocation as traffic- 

flow controller and he’s lovin’ it! There were many hands on deck and I thank most 

especially Melissa, Jen Nolan, Susan Perry and the many staff members for 

stepping up to the plate to assist with this challenging endeavor. Just a note on the 

afternoon walkers. To qualify as a walker a child must be within walking distance 

from school. Having your child sign up as a walker to meet your car on a nearby 

street really interferes with the flow of traffic. We want to stay on the good side 

of the Madison Police Department.  We thank you for giving yourself time to join 

the line and be in that number at the end of the day! There is a waiver form for 

walkers in another section of this eNews. 

A high school in a town not too far from here had to close down after two days 

because of cases of CoVid-19 among the student population. This highlights the 

need to take this virus seriously and work together as a community to contribute to 

the longevity of our stay at 26 Green Village Road. We have done very well with the 

mask situation. A huge shout out goes to the parents of the PreK and Kindergarten 

children. One of my big worries in coming back was how we were going to manage to 

get the small children to keep their masks on for the duration. They were all 

superheroes! I was so impressed with how they managed and I am deeply grateful 

to their parents for practicing mask stamina with them. The children so need 

socialization and it was a joy to watch them interact with their peers. 

It is important to continue to be vigilant because a huge danger in a situation like 

this would be to be lulled into a false sense of security and a feeling that 

everything can go on as normal. We are dealing with children here and we do not 

want to put any fear in them. At the same time, we want them to continue to 

practice social distancing, wear masks, wash hands and be mindful of what they 



touch. If we can keep working on these protocols, the hope of making it through 

Christmas will not be a pipe dream. Local data continues to be good and that is a 

huge factor. I thank those of you who kept children home this past week because 

of travel restrictions and sickness.  

There is something that can be improved upon among us. The daily online health 

screening form is not being completed by many families. This form must be done 

whether your child is in school or not on a blue or gold day. It helps us to keep 

track of illness and will also be of great assistance to the local health department 

if they have to intervene. This health form is mandatory and seems to have gotten 

lost in the shuffle of so many things to do at the beginning of the school year. We 

will be monitoring submissions very closely this week. Starting on September 21st 

your child(ren) will not be permitted to enter the building without this form being 

submitted by the designated time. Please check the guidelines in the last two 

weeks eNews on our website svmsnj.org under News. It only takes a few minutes to 

complete so please work with us so as not to disappoint your child. 

Please keep Mrs. Sheehy in our prayers as she mourns the loss of her older 

brother, Richard Hebner. He went home to God this past week and joins his 

mother, Dorothy who passed away in April. Mrs. Burke also mourns the loss of her 

sister-in-law Claire Burke who went to Heaven this past Friday. May these families 

be comforted by our prayers and by the memories of their loved ones. 

We are at a time of our lives when nothing is easy and nothing is certain. We are 

lucky to be in a school where we instill the love of God in the students’ psyches and 

encourage them to let God be their light and their hope. The mantra “Day by Day” 

will get us through and we know that some days will be better than others. Let us 

remember that we are all teachers with Jesus as our Master Teacher. This past 

week affirmed my belief in the fact that SVMS will eventually thrive in this 

experience because not only do we have the best students and teachers but we 

also have the best parent body. I humbly thank you. 

Enjoy this beautiful weather that has a sense of fall about it already. Soak in the 

joys of the great outdoors. 

                                                                                             Blessings, 

                                                                                             Sr. Noreen 


