
 

                                                                                        January 17, 2021 

Dear Parents, 

As we prepare to celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day tomorrow, this quote 

seems particular to us at this moment. We had to put our Phase ll Plan for a full 

return on hold for now. I know that we hope that we will be able to put this plan in 

place in the near future. As we honor this great man let us spend some time in 

service tomorrow…even if only in our own families. Make it a day of kindness when 

only words of peace and love are spoken. If possible do some service- maybe a 

simple phone call to grandparents or maybe doing chores for older neighbors. Let 

tomorrow be a day to rein peace in and let the love of Jesus consume us with what 

we need most at this time. 

I am sure that you all know the material for the 3rd through 8th grade exams by 

now. The teachers continue to strive to provide the students with all of the tools 

that they need to be successful and I know that they will do very well. Let your 

children know that their best is good enough. Make sure that they take some time 

to play this weekend -away from studying.  Let them time lots of time to sleep and 

rest also. A good hearty breakfast goes a long way for fueling them up for exams. 

Please check the hybrid exam schedule online that outlines what subject will be 

tested on specific days. 



Many 8th graders got their high school acceptances on Friday. All SVMS applicants 

were accepted into the diocesan schools – the Academy of Saint Elizabeth, Morris 

Catholic, Oratory Prep,  Saint Peter’s Prep and Seton Hall Prep. Early applicants to 

Oak Knoll and Villa Walsh also got accepted. Some students are still interviewing in 

schools and waiting for acceptance letters in schools that have a later acceptance 

date. The Class of 2021 received a huge amount of scholarship money. Feedback 

from the high schools was very positive with many of them recognizing the high 

level of achievement by our students on their entrance exams. Congratulations to 

each of them for staying the course of working hard and performing so well. They 

did not miss a beat this year I am so proud of them!  Well done to all of their 

teachers also for nurturing in the students a love of learning and for providing 

them with the skills and tools to do perform at a top level. 

We are living through historic times right now and I am sure that the stress level 

for many is high. There is a definite change in the CoVid world with the news of 

new strains entering the fray. Fr. George is on the board of Saint Joseph’s 

Hospital in Paterson and let us know that at his most recent board meeting there 

was information on a new Ohio strain that afflicts people under 30. He specifically 

asked if this included children and he was told that it did. Please monitor all the 

activities of your children and consider the risks involved. It is ok to say no to 

some activities that might increase the risk of transmission. Pay attention to the 

news-especially the local news and know that we operate out of the data presented 

to us by professionals. It is not easy to make any decisions and the decision of this 

past week was a painful one. The responsibility of my position weighs heavily on me 

sometimes. This past week was a case in point. I really want to have all of the 

children back in our building but I will never compromise any one’s health and 

safety. We are ready for a full return that will be dictated by data that is 

provided to us by the local, county and state officials. Please note that the NJ 

CoVid map is always a  week behind with information. The map that is posted is for 

January 9th. I know that I can count on you to understand and to pray that the 

data will soon take a turn so that we can implement Phase ll. 

This is a reminder of our Covid testing policy. If you are awaiting a COVID-19 PCR 

test result for your child or anyone in your household, whether the person having 

the testing done is asymptomatic or not, you and any family members will need to 

remain home until you receive the results.  If anyone in your household has a Rapid 

(Antigen) and a PCR test performed at the same time and the Rapid (Antigen) test 



comes back negative, your student that attends SVMS will need to stay home until 

you receive the results of the PCR test.  It is recommended that everyone in the 

household remain at home until those results are back. 
 

In addition, we are asking that if you have COVID-19 testing done for your child if 

they have COVID-like symptoms or have had an exposure to someone with COVID-

19, that the test you have done is a PCR test, not a Rapid test.  The PCR is the gold 

standard for diagnosis of COVID-19.  We have had instances where someone 

received a false negative Rapid test, only to have the PCR come back 

positive.  However, before having your child tested, please reach out to Nurse 

Reilly to be sure testing is warranted and for timing of when the test should be 

performed.  You can also reach out to her about PCR testing.  We have been 

referred to a service who does PCR testing with fast turnaround times.  

I hope that this weekend was good to all of you. We await the time when we will be 

all back together like one big happy school family. Let us continue to keep each 

other in prayer and be mindful that each of our actions impacts all of our actions. 

                                                                                      Blessings, 

                                                                                      Sr. Noreen 


