
 

                                                                                                   August 29, 2020                                                                                                                                                               

Dear Parents, 

One of the best pieces of advice that I got going through this experience has been 

to take each day as it comes and to acknowledge the blessings. This has empowered 

me to keep plowing ahead knowing that God has been planting seeds that will bear 

fruit when we come back to school. As a principal, it has been quite disarming to let 

up on being in control of so much. In this present experience, there are no 

absolutes. I have a special summer notebook that I refer to each year that 

outlines what needs to be done to return to school. This year I have added 

multitudinous items that I hope I will be able to erase next summer. 

We are heading toward the final stretch and the excitement is building. One week 

from now the back-to-school jitters will be exponentially off the charts because 

we have not been together for almost six long months.  We are entering a time 

that calls for a high level of trust. Please trust that we have done everything in our 

power to make the school the safest it could possibly be to welcome your children 

and our staff back to school. I had to send an attestation letter affirming this to 

the NJ Department of Education. Randal and Tom deserve a standing ovation for 

going above and beyond the call of duty in following the CDC guidelines and in 

putting many extra  hours to implement them in the building. Nothing was too much 

to ask of them this summer and we are very blessed to have them. 



Let us continue to build on mutual trust that we have each other’s best interests at 

heart. It is my moral responsibility to ensure that when we come back on 

September 8th, we will be able to continue to provide the excellent education that 

has been an integral part of the legacy of SVMS for 172 years in a very safe 

environment. It will be different. The children will find it strange at first but we 

will work diligently to create an atmosphere that enables the children, to once 

again, feel at home within these walls. The length of our stay at school will be 

based on how well each and every one of us adheres to the guidelines that we have 

had to follow since March. Whilst you may not be in agreement with all of the 

protocols, it behooves each of us to abide by them for the sake of our children.  

Take a look at the map (attached) and see once again that Morris County is in a 

good place. Local transmission is low. Please continue to follow quarantine guidelines 

if you visit the states on the list provided . A few states were removed from this 

list during past week. Let us not let up on the vigilance that has become a part and 

parcel of our daily lives. 

We must remember that we are serving young children in our school. The danger 

lies in them thinking that because we are returning then life can go back to normal. 

We must continue to be watchful that we are obeying the mask-wearing, social 

distancing, handwashing mandates. We will do our best to incorporate these 

practices in an age-appropriate manner without crushing the happy spirit that is a 

hallmark of our school. Continue to oversee playdates and activities and avoid large 

gathers. We will get the SVMS charm back slowly, consistently and steadily.  

I am deeply grateful and humbled by all of the expertise shared by our parent 

body as we prepare for a safe return to school. Many parents have stepped up to 

the plate to steer our ship in the right direction. Our Pandemic Response Team will 

stay in operation for the duration of this experience and continue to meet weekly 

to ensure that our plan provides us with the necessary guidance for the safest 

execution possible. 

Nurse Reilly has been hard at work all summer and this week you will find two 

videos from her outlining very important information that you need to know in 

preparation for your child’s return to school. We needed to designate a room as an 

isolation room in the event that we have someone come down with CoVid-19 

symptoms while in school. Fr. George has an issue with the term ‘isolation room’ so 

for SVMS it will called “The Mother Teresa Wellness Room”. It is located in a room 



that we used for middle school under the stage. It has a private entrance at the 

side of the building where a parent can enter to pick up a sick child. This helps us 

maintain confidentiality. Nurse Reilly has collaborated with Karyn Collins in 

developing an excellent digital daily symptom checker that will need to be filled in 

every day before your child comes in to school. It is quick and easy and it may even 

be possible to input the information when you are on the car line for drop off. 

Kudos to Karyn, for creating such a valuable tool. A strong relationship has been 

formed with the local department of health who will help to guide us as we live 

through an unprecedented time. 

Miss Giosldi and Melissa Williams have devised drop off and pick up plans that are 

clearly delineated in the documents that you will find elsewhere in today’s eNews. I 

know that you agree that the Car Id and map are very helpful and useful 

documents. It not easy task to develop the plan and we are praying that this will 

work well for all of you. It will require much patience in the beginning but 

remember getting the children into the building is worth many sacrifices. I 

sincerely thank Miss Gisoldi and Melissa for the countless hours that they spent 

collaborating on this plan.  

I thank Mrs. Burke, Matt Hagovsky and Justin Picciano who worked this past week 

on the technology that we purchased to live-stream lessons to the children who will 

be at home. It was very exciting to observe them demonstrate what can be done. 

After a while, the ‘at-home’ children will feel like that they are an active part of 

the class in school. Please be patient in the beginning of the school year while the 

teachers master all that they have to do. They will knock it out of the park after a 

couple of weeks. 

 PreK3 and Prek4 parents should have received a welcome video from their 

teachers over the past few days. This will help the children put a face on their 

teacher with and without the mask. The teachers will send detailed information to 

you shortly about what the first week of school will look like for them. They will be 

eased in. We have a very strong team of teachers and aides who will provide our 

little ones with a great experience in very challenging times.  

I am very mindful of the families that choose the remote option for their children. 

We will work on a system to help us- the teachers and myself - be in constant 

contact with them. They are valuable members of our school community and we 

hope that circumstances will dictate that they will be able to return to school soon. 



There will be a collection of books and materials for these children only from 1PM -

3PM on Wednesday, September 2nd. The rest of the children will receive their 

books and materials on their first day of school –Blue or Gold. 

This coming week will be a very busy one in school. The classrooms are all in top 

shape with see-through barriers installed in all classrooms to create ‘safe zones’ 

for the teachers and desk barriers for each child. The teachers will be hard at 

work this week collaborating and training to ‘get it all right’ for your children. I 

have been very impressed with the work that they have already done. Like all of us, 

they are excited to be coming back and anxious at the same time about how it will 

all work. Please pray special prayers for them this week.  I am not sure if I let you 

know that we are having bathrooms installed in the Prek and Kindergarten 

classrooms. It has taken the whole summer and they are putting the finishing 

touches on them today. Life would not be the same at SVMS without construction!  

At the end of this week, you will be receiving important information about the re-

opening of school. I know that everyone is waiting the posting of the class lists. 

These cause much anxiety each year – for you and for us. Please know that it was 

an extremely difficult task this year to compile them given all of the variables. 

Many facets go into creating them and it is not possible to put all of the children in 

the class of choice. I ask that you please accept the lists as they are. It is too late 

in the game to make any changes.  

We will be more than ready and excited to welcome your children back. It has been 

too long! Let us work together to make their return a great adventure in this 

historic moment in time. Remember God will pave the way! 

                                                                                                          Blessings, 

                                                                                                          Sr. Noreen 


