
 

                                                                                                             April 25, 2021 

Dear Parents, 

 It is so easy to celebrate Earth Day in this corner of the world. We need to 

mindful that we are co-creators and our task is to take care of the earth to 

preserve it for generations to come. We have a beautiful campus here in our parish. 

God provides me with a daily picturesque view through my window. I have been 

gifted with a lush cherry blossom, a delicate dogwood tree and a ground decorated 

with an azalea bush. The birds are orchestrating a symphony and the squirrels have 

competition on my windowsill! The landscapers are mowing and pulling and the aroma 

of fresh grass is intoxicating. But the best sensory stimulus of all is the noise 

emanating from your children who cross our threshold every day. 

Each Friday that we have made it through the week intact is a great cause for 

celebration for us. This past week was a good one with the last of the children who 

were quarantining coming back to school and some children who have been fully 

remote joining us in person for the first time. Some of the children literally 

jumped out of their cars and ran into school. I consider this such great affirmation 

that the children love being in school. A sense of that love radiates out of every 

classroom every day. We have been very blessed to be able to continue to come in 

and I know that many people are praying for us. I have felt the power of that 

prayer in so many ways this past year. 

Today is Pastor Appreciation Day and we have the best of the best at Saint 

Vincent Martyr. Fr. George is the conductor of a huge orchestra and he manages to 

make great music in the parish and in the school. I know that I speak on behalf of 

all the staff and students who would declare from the mountaintops that they love 

him to bits. He seems to be everywhere and has been a tremendous support to us 

throughout this pandemic. His ability to multitask successfully is worthy of an 



Olympic medal! Let us say special prayers for someone who holds us close in prayer 

every day. Honk your horn tomorrow or greet Fr. George with a word of gratitude 

on the car line. 

National Volunteer Week was last week. I want to take this opportunity to thank all 

of the parent volunteers in our school. I know that has been quite the challenge to 

volunteer since last March because of CoVid-19 restrictions. Despite this 

challenge, many of you have stepped up and helped make things happen for us at 

the school. Traditionally the opportunities to volunteer come out of an HSA 

commitment. The executive board has been very active this year and the members 

have been very faithful to their roles in seeking and executing fun events while 

keeping strict protocols. So much creativity went into outdoor events like 

Halloween and Christmas. The Easter Egg Hunt happened with an indoor twist. We 

were able to have class parties in safe environments. The annual fundraiser was a 

huge success with tabulations still being deduced as I write. While the doors of 

the school were closed to parent volunteers, the doors to the imagination were 

swung wide open to allow events to happen.  I want to thank Jen Nolan, our HSA 

President, and her many, many colleagues who put in time, effort and love to lift 

spirits this year. We are eternally gratefully. 

I know many activities that contribute to the general good running of the school 

happen behind the scenes. Karyn Collins works tirelessly to keep our website up to 

date and to keep our social media accounts active. The Diocese of Paterson has 

begun a marketing campaign but we have been very lucky to have Mrs. Collins 

develop an admissions system for us that has opened the floodgates of prospective 

families. She, together with Mrs. Mantone, Mrs. McGuire, Mrs. Brooks and Mrs. 

McCauley-Williams have enabled us to secure enough children to fill our PreK, 

Kindergarten, 1st grade classes, 5th grade and middle school classrooms. The other 

rooms are close to capacity. 

We have a very profitable Scrip program that requires great organization and a 

commitment of time. I thank Stephanie Cutler and Diana Rendon for their 

faithfulness to this endeavor over the years. Our community service committee 

also provides us with a great service that feeds into our Religion program where 

outreach is encouraged. The school store has also provided us with really nice 

merchandise this past year and I have witnessed a surge in spirit wear -especially 

on Fridays. Class moms have done a wonderful job in making parties happen during 



this school year. The scouting programs at all levels have done great work and their 

activities align firmly with our values and religious beliefs. 

We also have a very active Education Council that has supported so many endeavors 

in the school. We are blessed by the expertise of so many parents in the areas of 

technology, marketing, finance and development. They all work very hard in their 

respective committees to keep us on the cutting edge- even during this challenging 

time. I thank Libby Sims, the education council president, all of the members for 

their tremendous service to us. The resolve of our parent volunteers has been 

noteworthy and I am very grateful! 

I have a new-found admiration for our teachers having subbed for a few days this 

past week. It really is an adventure to go from class to class in Grades 4-8, log into 

Google Classroom, make sure the remote children are present, have all of the 

material ready, check in that the children are on task and present lessons to 

different levels, keep all of the students engaged. And teach! Wow! I was dizzy at 

the end of each day but full of gratitude for the faculty that we have, who make it 

look easy. Believe me, you have to do it to know that what the teachers accomplish 

each day is nothing short of miraculous.  

We offer condolences to Mr. Higgins on the loss of his beautiful mother, Barbara, 

who went to her Heavenly reward last Tuesday. May she be resting in the loving 

embrace of our God and may her family be consoled by beautiful memories of her. 

We sympathize with the Hegarty family also on the loss of Trip’s (5A) 

grandfather, Dr. William E. Ward. May Heaven be all that he longed for and may 

his family feel the power of our prayers for them. 

 Let us marvel in the glory of nature and allow the fresh Spring air to renew our 

spirits and shake off any of Winter blues that may still be lingering. God is good all 

the time! 

                                                                                          Blessings, 

                                                                                           Sr. Noreen 

 

 


