
 

From Generation to Generation….. 

SAINT VINCENT MARTYR SCHOOL 

170 YEARS 

…..and for Generations to Come !           

                                                                                                   August 28th, 2018 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome Back! We are incredibly excited to begin our 170th year here at Saint 

Vincent Martyr School! This promises to be a year filled with golden opportunities 

for all of our students as we strive to find ways that we can be even better than 

we have before!  We embark on this journey with a pledge to you, our students and 

parents, that this will be a year of engaging, meaningful and rigorous work in our 

classrooms, combined with special events and a plethora of extracurricular clubs 

and activities, performing arts, and athletic teams certain to encourage our Eagles 

to be involved and stay connected! So as we mix the old and new, may I take this 

opportunity to welcome all of our new families. The welcome ice-cream social and 

the PreK play dates were tremendous and we have lots of new families. You will 

become one of us very quickly because our own families ooze “Cead Mile Failte” (a 

hundred thousand welcomes). 

In the blink of an eye June turns to September and in the matter of days our 

empty desks will be filled once again. That makes for one happy principal! On the 

contrary I am sure that you will have to coax and cajole your children across our 

threshold next Wednesday. Not to worry we will be waiting with open arms and 

before you know it we will be revving up for the Halloween Parade!  It is my 

privilege to be entrusted with the care of your child’s education and I know that I 

speak on behalf of all of the faculty and staff when I declare that we will strive to 

do our best in that area. In our school, education runs the gamut from the 

academic to the emotional to the physical, with a special emphasis placed on the 

spiritual so join us on this 2018-2019 school train that will take us to may 

adventurous places. 



I welcome back our faculty – many of whom have stayed devoted to SVMS for a 

significant number of years. I thank them for their faithfulness and dedication to 

Catholic education. We are blessed by the gift of their example daily and how 

blessed we are by all that they do to make SVMS the great school that it is.  We 

aim to be Jesus Strong that will help us to be SVMS Strong! 

We have been busy in the office preparing for the children to come back. The 

office is brand spanking new. Randall placed new carpet and Tom and he painted the 

walls. Come take a look! We moved out lock stock and barrel in June and it was 

overwhelming to go through all of the ‘stuff’ that we have accumulated over the 

years. I cannot imagine what some of you have to go through when you move house. 

All of the classrooms have been painted also and the floors are so shiny that you 

could see yourself reflecting back at you. May this lead to a super shiny year! 

As you may know Mary Brooks has decided to call time on her secretarial position 

after 28 years of being the first point of contact for SVMS. I know that many of 

you are here because of her initial meeting and tour. Our school is full because of 

her delightful personality and her great sense of hospitality.  I always said that 

she gives the “Tah Majal” of tours. Gratefully, Mrs. Brooks has decided to stay on 

to be the Admissions Coordinator. Nobody does it better!  I am very happy that 

she will still be a part of us and I am sure that you will see her around. Mrs. 

Mantone will step up into Mrs. Brooks position and she is very willing and able. I 

know that you will work with her and support her as you always have. 

Our new secretary is Mary Mc Guire. She comes to us with extensive experience 

in the secretarial position at Reverend Brown School in Sparta. She is familiar with 

the systems and the personnel at the Diocese of Paterson. She has been very busy 

assimilating and fits right in! We welcome Mrs. McGuire and I know that you will 

also help her to become a full-fledged Eagle in no time. 

Nurse Ruane has decided to go part-time and will be with us three days a week. 

We thank God for her great expertise and her care for the students. They are 

blessed to have a nurse that is so experienced and so attuned to their needs. For 

the other two days Nurse Jennifer Toto will be with us. She also has school nurse 

experience and will be working at Delbarton when she is not with us. 

Maria Caivano, our English-Language Arts teacher in middle school, has also left 

us. She added great spice to our program and we were lucky to have her for the 

past year. She will be replaced by Diane Keyes who holds a degree in English from 



James Madison University and in Teaching from Regent University in VA. She also 

holds a specialization certificate in Middle School English Language Arts Literacy 

from the State of New Jersey. We welcome Mrs. Keyes and I believe that she has 

what it takes to keep the children on their toes. 

In the PreK4, Geraldine Kilgore, has graduated out of SVMS with her youngest 

daughter of four. She will be very busy keeping track of them with Katherine in 

college and Elizabeth, Lauren and Erin at the Academy of Saint Elizabeth. Becky 

Mascolo will take Mrs. Kilgore’s place as a PreK4 Aide. Mrs. Mascolo is no stranger 

to us having subbed extensively and having been the PreK Aide a few years ago. 

She also had four children graduate from here and her devotion to our school is 

top notch. 

It is amazing to see the transformation of classrooms during the summer. They get 

completely emptied out and cleaned and the teachers come in and create 

wonderfully welcoming rooms that will be home to your children. The faculty will be 

very busy this coming year examining the curriculum. At Saint Vincent Martyr 

School all of our subjects are framed by specific standards. This year the 

teachers will be doing an in-depth study of the standards in order to enhance 

lessons and seek opportunities to do cross-curricular activities. As with STEM, 

where Science, Technology, Engineering and Math are integrated, the hope is to 

integrate other subjects have easy cross-over like English, Literature and Social 

Studies. There will be many meetings devoted to the standards and you should 

notice a difference! We will also be migrating to Google Classroom which gives 

teachers an excellent vehicle to not only communicate with the students but also 

with you. Details will be given at Back to School Nights. 

There has been much new information on the security front and SVMS has been 

mandated to embrace new initiatives that will be introduced throughout the month 

of September. In May we had a visit from Robert Sensi, Special Investigator from 

the New Jersey Department of Education. He was accompanied by the members of 

the county prosecutor’s office and local and state police. We were asked to do a 

lockdown drill and this group spent a couple of hours giving feedback. They will 

return on September 6th to train the teachers. Once this training is complete then 

we will have to follow their lead on changes that we will need to make. If any of you 

have children in the local public schools you will know that they have already begun 

implementing changes. Please remember that all of the changes will contribute to 

keeping your children safe. We will keep you posted. 



As you are well aware the class lists are posted. Please know that these lists were 

done with the best interests of all children in mind and cannot be changed this late 

in the game. I ask that you accept them as they are because the teachers spent 

many hours putting them together to strike a balance academically and socially 

considering many variables. There is no way that we can accommodate special 

requests when trying to strike this balance. There have been children upset with 

their class placings every year and every year there has been tremendous growth 

noted in these children. Please trust the teachers’ judgement and all will be well. 

When I consider the marvelous contribution that you the parents make to our 

school. I am overwhelmed with a sense of gratitude. No words could express the 

extent of this gratitude. We have a Home School Association that is second to 

none. This group will be ably led by Jennifer Blunda and Christine Farkas this 

coming year and already they have devoted long hours in preparation for this 

coming year. Our Education Council is a wonderful group of parents who greatly 

assist me and do tremendous work in committee behind the scenes. Nina Lagios is 

the president and you will be receiving communications from her throughout the 

year. We have a Sports Committee that would rival any Olympic Committee and 

they provide the children with a variety of sports that keep them busy and happy 

and go a long way in building community among the students. Out Technology 

Committee has us on the cutting edge and has brought us light years down the 

information superhighway.  

The Class of 2018 gifted the school with a beautiful Rosary Walk that can be seen 

outside the Pre4 windows. It contains the cross, the ginning prayers and one 

decade of the Rosary. Each stone can be walked upon and I am sure that it will 

bring peace and calm to all who walk it. Like a labyrinth walk, this walk can relieve 

stress and I am sure that many prayers will be answered through it. I thank all of 

the members of the class for such a touching gift and I especially want to thank 

Julia Crimmins and Weng Simon for all the work and creativity in bringing the 

design to fruition. 

Please keep Mrs. Donald and the Mc Ginty family close in prayer. Her father, Jack 

Mc Ginty went home to God last week. May he rest in peace and may his family feel 

supported by all of our prayers. 



So as we begin another year in the 170th year of Saint Vincent Martyr School, let 

us endeavor to give glory and honor to God this coming school year. May we be 

blessed in all that we do! 

                                                                                              Blessings, 

                                                                                             Sr. Noreen 

 

 


