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                                                                                          September 9, 2018 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
The highlight of the year for me is always the first day of school. 
Standing at the gym door watching all the reactions on the faces of 
children and parents this past Wednesday was worth a pot of gold to 
me. Some entered with great delight and some entered with great 
trepidation. But overall the sense of excitement was palpable. Fr. 
George lit all our little lights in our shiny,amazingly bright gym. We will 
shine our lights for the Lord in the gym during this school year whether 
it be at morning prayer, assemblies, basketball games, Christmas Shows 
or School Musicals. It has been a superb beginning.  
 
It was delightful to observe the classrooms once again become home for 
our students from PreK through 8th grade. Painted walls and scrubbed 
floors meant nothing without the students in the rooms. All through the 
halls from the top floor to the bottom floor under the stage radiated a 
sense of “It’s good to be back!” It was like that we had never left for a 
long summer vacation. We welcomed in many new students at all grade 
levels who melded seamlessly into our school community because your 
children ooze such a wonderful sense of hospitality. I must thank Mary 
Brooks, Karyn Collins and Roseanne Mc Cauley-Williams for the Trojan 
work that they did during the last school year to welcome so many new 
families into our school. Kudos to them! 
 
So a new year brings an overflow of gratitude for all that is good and 
all that is so much of God at Saint Vincent Martyr School. I must say 
that having central air was a huge blessing this past week. It is so good 



to be able to go about our business without being slowed down by the 
oppressive heat. 
 
 Our spiritual goal for the year is “Doing spiritual exercises to 
become Jesus Strong.” It is important that inculcate in each of our 
children a positive sense of self that is rooted in God’s great love for 
us. This theme will be enlivened at weekly Mass, morning prayer, 
Friday’s Rosary and doing good works. 
 
   The Home School Presidents, Jen Blunda and Chrissy Farkas, 
have jumped energetically into their roles. They did monumental 
preparatory work during the summer and I acknowledge their 
graciousness.The faculty was treated to a lovely breakfast on Tuesday 
that was provided by the HSA under the direction of Jenny Mangold and 
Leslie Readlinger. We were well nourished! The children had a 
wonderfully healthy first day of school snack which was coordinated by 
Alison Catchpole and Kate Mc Ginty, and the excellent back to school 
reception today provided great food and fellowship.This event was 
chaired by Krystin O’Dowd and Lisa Picciano. I want to pre-thank all 
who will be involved in so many activities that are hallmarks of our 
school community. Each committee has chairs who have many members 
ready, willing and able to chip in. I look forward once again to a year of 
great activities that enrich our school and tremendously aid in the 
building of community. 
 
You will be presented with the ins and outs of your child(ren)’s school 
lives at Back to School Nights for Grades 6 through 8 on Wednesday 
and for Grades PreK through Grade 5 on Wednesday – both at 7pm. 
Teachers have commented on what a positive start that they’ve had and 
you will get to meet them in person in their homerooms. I will not bore 
you with details that they will repeat. However, I want to touch on a 
few pertinent points that have come to the fore over the first few 
days. 
 
Please be sure to return all forms: 

• Emergency Forms 
• Health forms for the nurse 
• Allergy Information 



• Textbook loan forms 
• Directory information – especially any changes to last year’s 

information 
• Any outstanding B6T forms 
• Dismissal line forms 
• Internet use form 
• Acknowledgement of Family Handbook form 
• Internet use form 

 
On Thursday the faculty and parish staff had a presentation from 
Robert Sensi, from the NJ Depatment of Education School Preparedness 
department. He focused on how best to ensure the safety of all within 
our walls. The presentation was sobering and gave us much food for 
thought. As I mentioned in my previous letter, there will have to be 
changes made in how we do business in our school to further tighten 
security. These details will be presented to you at both Back-to-School 
Nights. 
 
Let us bottle up the positive spirit that has pervaded our building all 
week and enter into this school year with a sense that God has great 
things in store for us here at SVMS this school year. Again, I consider 
it a blessing to work with you and for you and thank you for entrusting 
to us the education of your children. 
 
 
                                                         Gratefully, 
                                                         Sr. Noreen 
 

 


