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Dear Parents, 

It has reached the stage of the school year where it feels like that we never left for 
summer vacation! Your children have been wonderful in getting acclimated and situated and 
we are one big ball of happiness within the walls of 26 Green Village Road.   We hope that 
our experience is in sync with your children’s experience. We consider ourselves very lucky 
and it can be seen in the faces of the new children that SVMS is the place to be. (Anyone 
remember when Green Acres was the place to be?)!  

We will be using the heading at the top of the page for our letters to remind us of how 
faithful God has been to our school. Many generations of children have walked through our 
doors and we hope to be around for many more years to come. Because we are a catholic 
school we take very seriously our responsibility to immerse your children in the faith. 
Spirituality pervades all that we do and it tells in how the children behave and interact 
with each other. We have worked tirelessly over the past number of years to fine-tune our 
curriculum and we are in a very good place right now. Of course that does not mean that 
we will rest on our laurels but continue to strive to improve in all areas. The teachers will 
be busy examining all standards and focusing on data-driven instruction. Stay tuned for 
updates. I have great admiration for our teachers and know that they will give everything 
that they have to provide your children with the best that there is in education. 

Both Back to School Nights highlighted for me how blessed we are to have Father George 
at the helm of our parish. His heart and soul are in giving to the students a high quality 
spiritual injection of all that is good in life and he practices what he preaches. Our 
teachers work very hard to provide the students with a holistic education that challenges 
them to give of their very best in all that they do. By now you should have met most of 
your children’s teachers and if circumstances prevented you from doing that please set up 
an appointment to meet them. We are in a sacred partnership with you to bring out the 
best in your children and we need your help and support each and every day. With God in 



our midst miracles can happen! Your children are a wonderful reflection of you and we will 
daily do our best to keep them safe and happy. 

At both Back to School Nights I highlighted the new security measure that we have to 
enforce to ensure that our school is the safest it can be for the safety of your children. 
Bob Sensi from the NJ Department of Education Schools Preparedness Department 
visited our school twice - once before the end of the school year and the other time last 
week. He observed a lockdown drill and he addressed the faculty and parish staff. He 
urged us to be ever mindful of our surroundings and to be vigilant in observing all people 
entering and exiting the school building. 

We are asked to be mindful and minimize foot traffic throughout the school day. The 
classrooms are off limits at all times. Please let me reiterate the following guidelines: 

1. All visitors must make themselves known in the front office, sign in and receive a 
visitor’s badge and lanyard. Please return the badge before exiting the building and 
don’t forget to sign out!. 

This procedure must be used for all visits – to the nurse, to the uniform exchange 
etc. 

2. Please try to remember to pack a lunch for your child each day. Check with them 
that they have all of their supplies in the evening before the school day. 

It is also important that the children are here in time so that we can account for all of our 
children at the beginning of the school day. We will continue to seek experts in the field 
of security to impart best practices to us and we will always collaborate with the local 
police in an effort to be totally prepared. 

Another aspect of safety is the school drop-off procedure. PLEASE allow the seven 
designated areas on Wilmer to be the only area where your child disembarks. These spots 
are marked by seven green men. Wait for these cars to pull out before proceeding forward 
to have your child disembark at these spots. Mindfulness is essential in all drop-off areas. 
Please take the time to go to the crosswalk. Crossing in the middle of the street is very 
dangerous. 

We had great success this past year with our marketing initiatives and were able to 
welcome 58 new families to our school. Thanks to the expertise of Karyn Snyder and 
Roseanne Mc Cauley- Williams we were able to reach far and wide through cyberspace. We 
will continue to put much effort and energy into attracting new students and we ask that 
you please work with us in this endeavor. In the Tuesday folder that goes home will be 
place a postcard that we ask you to fill out and send back. We want to use all kinds of data 
to drive our marketing campaign and your input will be valuable to us. Please return the 



card to the oldest or only’s child’s homeroom teacher. If any of you have any ideas to help 
us market our school we would welcome them. A goal this year is to produce a timeless 
school video that radiates the spirit of our school. So if any of you know any videographers 
please pass their names on to us. 

You have met the presidents of the HSA, Jen Blunda and Chrissy Farkas and many of the 
committee members. I am sure that you have dived right into their invitations to serve on 
many committees that provide lots of fun activities for your children. If you are new to us, 
this organization is a great community builder and you will make friendships that will last a 
life time. Be on the lookout for regular communications from these very hard workers. 

The Education Council under the leadership of Nina Lagios provides valuable services and 
support to our school. I am grateful to all of the members who give of their time and 
talents for the good of the school. We have many parents who are experts in so many 
fields and we are blessed that they are willing to devote so much time and talent to our 
school. A special shout out to the Technology Committee who worked many hours over the 
summer to get us up and running in this department. I thank them from the bottom of my 
heart. Each week I will present members of the different sub-committees of the 
Education Council so that you will be familiar with them should you have a question or a 
concern. 

Please remember that our new Athletic Director is Jamie Cutler. You will be hearing from 
him pretty soon. If you want to get involved in any way  shape or form, I know that he 
would be thrilled to have you as a member of our Sports Committee or as a coach. He will 
have a specific email for sports that you will also receive soon. 

The little ones are easing into the school day by coming for shortened days this past week. 
They are a delight and I have gotten to know them and love watching their personalities 
shine through. They adjusted really well and I know that they will grow throughout the 
year.  We have a great PreK program with dedicated teachers who know what makes 3 and 
4 year olds tick. I must say that I am so happy that all of our new children seem to have 
been taken in with great hospitality by their classmates. The new families are a wonderful 
addition to our school and we thank you for choosing us! 

Mrs. McGuire, under the guidance of Mrs. Brooks, has been very busy getting the Family 
Directory ready for printing. She has made numerous corrections over the past two weeks. 
Can you please check that your information is correct.  Many people count on the Directory 
to help them communicate for things like birthday parties, HSA committees etc.  Send 
Mrs. Mc Guire an email at mmcguire@svmsnj.org if you need to make any changes to your 
information. 



Let us keep Tom Dwyer close in prayer as he mourns the loss of his mom, Mary. Tom has 
great work in our school and we ask God to bless him and comfort his family in this time of 
great sorrow. We also ask that you to keep one of our new dads, Kevin Donnelly, also close 
in prayer. He was involved in an accident last weekend and we pray for his full recovery. 

The weather is not helping us with outside play but I think that the children love being 
together so much that it does not seem to matter where they are. Let us pray that the sun 
will shine brightly inside and out this coming week. 

                                                                                                 Blessings, 

                                                                                                 Sr. Noreen 


