
                                                                                                                   January 
27, 2019
Dear Parents,
The exams are behind us and we have a very exciting week before us. I am sure 

that our 3rd through 8th graders are ready to lift off without a rocket after a 
week of intensity for them. We are exactly at mid-year and what better way to 
celebrate it but with a week of fun-filled activities. Hang on to your spiritual seat 
belts because Catholic Schools Week has the potential to propel us into a whole 
new world! Danielle Glacken and Susan Perry have developed an itinerary that will 
take us on a journey through the highways and byways of faith. They have pulled 
out all stops to provide a fantastic week for the children. When we come to our 
final destination on Friday we will definitely be exhausted and changed. The 
logistics that go into making this week are mind-boggling and I thank Miss Gisoldi 
for her expertise in scheduling and securing buses.
Faith will come into us and radiate out from us as we strive to celebrate how much 
God has blessed Saint Vincent Martyr School for 170 years. We already have had 
the opening Mass under our belt and it warms my heart to see a church full of 
children fully participating in the Mass. I want to pay tribute to our greeters, 

lectors and gift bearers. Special recognition is paid to our 8th graders who 
thanked the parishioners for their partnership with us at all of the Masses. Mary 
Beth Flanagan and Jan Figenshu did a wonderful job training the children so that 
the readers were articulate and poised. I want to also thank the HSA Hospitality 
Committee led by Krystin O’Dowd and Lisa Picciano who put out a great spread to 
feed the multitudes. The atmosphere was terrific and the bellies well satiated. 
Kudos to all involved.
Our teachers will be treated to a special continental breakfast in the morning 
provided by the HSA Hospitality Committee, Jen Mangold and Leslie Readlinger. It 
will be ultimately provided by you. On Monday we will have our opening ceremony 
during which the students  get faith bracelets with a saying to guide them through 
the week. We will play host to prospective parents who will be given the Waldorf 
Astoria of tours by Mary Brooks. She will be ably assisted by our students and 
parent ambassadors.  In the afternoon players for the Harlem Wizards will wow us 
with their spectacular skills and engage the children in captivating basketball 
maneuvers that promise to be amazing. 
Service is an integral part of being a Christian. Our Community Service Committee 
has been busy tending to the details of our day of service on Tuesday. From PreK 

through 8th grade the children will put God’s Word into action. We will send out 
our middle school children to engage with organizations that serve the poor and 
disabled. Mary Beth Flanagan and Susan Perry did the preparation for the middle 



school service opportunities. This was no easy feat and I am deeply grateful to 
them.  The students will journey to Whippany, Hillside and Newark to interface 
with disabled children, food bank workers and facilitators at Covenant House in 
Newark. These experiences should touch their hearts deeply and move them with 
empathy.
Our PreK students will make Rosary beads with directions from Jen Nolan and 
Denise Stefanelli.  It is a lovely activity with a spiritual base. Even at this age the 
children develop a beautiful sense of who God is. One little tyke even thinks that 
God speaks to them through the walkie-talkie in their classroom! Hopefully the 
little ones will visit the Rosary Garden – a special gift from the Class of 2018- and 
join us for the Live Rosary on Friday. 
A committee has tended to the details of the service projects of Kindergarten 
through Fifth Grade. Hui Boon Wan, Stacey Dooley, Kelli DeChiara, Jean King and 
Karyn Collins have put many hours making sure that the i’s have been dotted and all 
the t’s crossed Kindergarten and First Grade will be decorating and packing lunch 
bags. Second and Third Grade will make sandwiches to go in these bags. Fourth 
Grade will be visited by seeing eye dogs and will be provided with a presentation 
detailing the work done by The Seeing Eye Organization.  Fifth Grade will be given 
a presentation by Family Promise and they will design kindness rocks that will be 
given to the homeless participants in this program. We host the homeless three 
times during the year and it is good that the children will learn about this 
wonderful service. All in all, this is one of my favorite school days of the year. The 
children embrace the activities with great sincerity and reverence and hopefully 
they will always have a heart directed toward the poor.
On Wednesday, First through Third Graders will write letters to Pope Francis 
posing him questions and asking him about his work. This touching activity will be 
coordinated by Danielle Glacken and Denise Stefanelli.  In the afternoon, we will 
have an all school Mass during which representatives from each grade level will 
participate and Mr. Ganther will provide the music ably assisted by his wonderful 
choir. This took the greatest of organization and I am grateful to Chrissy Farkas, 
Marianne Klein and Mary Beth Flanagan for pulling this monumental task together. 
There will be lots of student participation from Kindergarten through Eighth 
Grade.
Thursday will be a low-key day at school culminating in a Holy Half Hour for Grades 
4 through 8. Fr. George will lead this and guide the children to value their faith and 
help them to realize that our faith needs to be nurtured by deep prayer and 
moments of silence in order to live lives worthy of our baptismal calling. It is so 
healthy to make a spiritual pit stop every now and again and touch base with our 
Creator. Family Night on Thursday will be a night to remember for everyone. 
Gratitude is due to Nicole Van Slyke and family for providing the nourishment. This 
has been a yearly contribution from her family and they have been able to pull off 



the loaves and fishes on this night! Jackie Palumbo coordinated the registration. 
There will be music and dancing to rock away all of our cares and when we are in 
the SVMS groove there is nothing to match us!.
On Fridays we usually pray the Rosary. This coming week we will do the Rosary with 
a twist involving the students as the beads. Miss Gisoldi is making this happen. This 

live Rosary will be said on behalf of Father George who will be celebrating his 10th 
Anniversary with us at Saint Vincent Martyr on February 2nd. What a blessing he 
is to our school and parish! Friday will be Eagle Pride Day when the children will 
exhibit their joy at being in our school. They will be treated to ice-cream at lunch 
dished out by Laura Bestys and Kelli DeChiara. The day will end with a video 
montage of the week’s events, the contents of which will be provided by Karyn 
Collins, Nancy Soliman and Weng Simon. And of course…..the week would never be 
complete without ending  with Fr. George’s rollicking rendition of “This Little Light 
of Mine”.
 Our school is a happy place and an environment is created that bespeaks of 
Christian values and personifies all that is good in a community. I know that I speak 
on behalf of all of us when I declare that your children are very much loved at 
SVMS and we thank you for entrusting them to us. Our teachers work very 
diligently to provide them with the best that there is in education. Many of them 
go above and beyond the call of duty and I am grateful to each and every educator 
that crosses the threshold of our school each day and strives to bring out the best 
in each child.
And when all is said is done, this week could not have happened without the 
tremendous volunteerism of so many parents. There is no school like ours that can 
boast of so many hearts and hands joining together to provide so many memorable 
events that provide our children with amazing life experiences.  I love watching the 
happy and the holy mix to radiate the best sense of who we are. I am deeply 
grateful to all of you for all that you contribute to make our little lights shine 
brighter at SVMS..
The Book Fair is up and running and I know that this is a favorite of so many 
children. Don’t forget to visit as there will be hours of operation to suit all needs.
There has been a huge amount of sickness of every kind invading the school with 
many children under the weather. It has been challenging to say the least with 
many children missing exams and many others having a reoccurrence of an earlier 
sickness. Please know that we have had our cleaning company fumigate the building 
and we will continue to do so. We ask that you adhere to the policy of keeping the 
children home 24 hours after being fever free. Let us pray the Old Man Winter 
will go into hibernation with the ground hog and that this challenging season of 
sickness will be behind us soon.
So rest up, because God will be operating full force this coming week within our 



walls. We are guaranteed an abundance of blessings in a variety of guises. Come in 
and catch these blessings with us.
                                                                                                 Gratefully,
                                                                                                     Sr. Noreen


