
	

                                                                                                        December 9, 2018 

Dear Parents, 

We are in the eye of a perfect Christmas storm and it is difficult to keep up with all of 
the comings and goings. It has been a tremendously busy week and it is incredible that we 
have closed the chapter on Ladies Night, Senior Luncheon, the Christmas Shop, Special 
Person’s Day and Breakfast with Santa for the 2018-2019 school year. The children have 
really been sated with the Christmas spirit and consumed with the love of many wonderful 
teachers and parent volunteers. 

As the days on the calendar get turned more quickly than we want them to, let us continue 
to pause to remember the real reason for the season. We continue to pray Advent prayers 
in the morning in an attempt to bring Jesus front and center of all the Christmas 
festivities. It is the time to lighten the mood a little and gear up for the greatest 
birthday of the year. Joy is a virtue that is a good one to cultivate. Let us be filled with it 
over the next two and a half weeks. In the front of our school Mr. Salaki found a very 
creative way to highlight Advent. To the left are three bushes that he wrapped in purple 
and pink and to the right is another bush that is wrapped in purple. These four bushes 
represent the four weeks of advent and the lights will turn on as the weeks pass by us. 
Today we lit the second bush. 

The students in 3rd through 8th grade will be given the opportunity to go to Confession over 
the next couple of weeks. It is important to clear the soul to ready it to receive Jesus 
during this Holy Season. It is such a privilege to enter this season with a spiritual mind and 
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heart. The children truly open their hearts to believing that Jesus is the greatest gift of 
all. 

By all accounts Ladies Night was one to be remembered. Krystin O’Dowd and Carla 
Ashukian planned a really lovely night where there was great intermingling of new parents 
and those who have been with us for a while. The feedback was very positive. Harvest 
Bistro was the perfect venue to cook up holiday cheer and there is nothing like a gathering 
of SVMS moms to fill a place with goodwill! Hopefully it gave you a much needed happy 
break and filled your hearts with warmth. 

There was much joy at the senior luncheon on Tuesday when the elders of our parish were 
fed and feted. Our 7th graders were the perfect ambassadors accompanying the seniors 
from the church to the school. They loved being entertained by the 2nd and 3rd graders 
who sang their hearts out and rang in the Christmas spirit with great gusto. The audience 
was very complimentary and as usual the children rose to the occasion. We got a preview of 
the Christmas Concert and we are in for a great show from what I experienced.  

 The Christmas Shop was spectacular with great choices for the children. 
According to the shoppers it was the best ever! The older children were really 
thrilled with their experience and absolutely loved the festive specs. It is such a 
joy watching the children go about their business. We had shoppers of all kinds – 
the professional shoppers, the ‘I could care less shoppers’, the fast shoppers, the 
slow shoppers, the picky shoppers and the “I want it all shoppers”. There was a 
very happy atmosphere radiating from the gym and great love was exhibited when I 
was speaking to the children about the people for whom they were buying. I have 
great admiration for the organizers of the event, Mrs. Glacken and Mrs. Sierra and 
the multitude of shoppers and wrappers who donated so much time and talent for 
this event. It is a sight to behold and the end result was happier shoppers than 
left the department stores on Black Friday! I cannot imagine all of the love that 
was wrapped up in these presents and I hope that those who receive the gifts will 
be delighted. Much time is devoted all year long after Christmas, shopping for 
items, securing bargains, storing the items and wrapping the items. Thank you all so 
much for your graciousness. Again, this committee of worker bees deserves great 
credit. Take a bow! 

Friday was a big day for our PreK 4. It was Special Persons Day and all of the 
children were excited about bringing someone special to their classroom and having 
a ball with them in their home away from home. They did wonderful, heart-warming 
activities together. There was much love moving around in these classrooms. It is 



so great to have PreK children among us. I call them my free therapy as they are 
so spontaneous and so childlike and are liable to come out with anything any time! 
They are a joy to be with and spread good cheer all year round. Our three year 
olds have become very comfortable and already have internalized all of the 
routines and schedules. We are very blessed by our little cherubs! 

And what about Breakfast with Santa?! Over the years I have watched it grow 
from extraordinary to out of this world. I think that we would rival the best of the 
best with the totality of what goes into making this an annual memorable event. 
The whole five senses were whetted once I entered the gym this past Saturday 
morning. I was taken on an amazing Polar Express ride to a wonderland of great 
experiences. The environment was a sight to behold with many creative decorations 
done by the student body and parents. The train theme took on a life of its own. 
The breakfast smelled wonderful and satisfied many hungry bellies. The sound of 
the music provided by our faithful dads, past and present, filled the room with an 
atmosphere that would engender joy in the grumpiest of souls. Fr. George is always 
in his element when he does his thing with this amazing band.- he really loves being 
among your children.  And Santa is the closest that there is to the real thing. The 
feeling that is created by this event really conveyed to me all the best that there 
is about SVMS. We belong to an amazing school with amazing parents who love 
their children so much that this love is personified in so many different ways and 
so many different events.  

 I cannot thank Julie Hagovsky and Jackie Palumbo enough for chairing this event 
year in year out. This was their 6th year – beginning when their daughters were in 
PreK 3.  Their ‘heart-work’ is incredible and their energy never ceases. I am deeply 
grateful for all that they did to provide our children with an experience that would 
be hard to duplicate anywhere else. Believe me when I say that in the hurly burly 
of activities, it is almost impossible to manage an event like this but with these two 
women at the helm, the impossible was achieved.  I thank all of the many other 
parents who also stepped forward to assist and contribute. I saw much of the work 
in progress and I am deeply grateful to each of you. Many hands contributed to a 
terrific event. 

I would remiss if I did not recognize all of the work that goes on behind the scenes 
for these events. Mr. Randall and Mr. Tom give graciously of their time to set-up 
and take down. It seems to be second nature to them! Miss Gisoldi contributes her 



great organizational skills to making sure that the calendar is clear so that all 
events can run smoothly and without a glitch. Mrs. Plunkett and Mr. Bertos have to 
be very creative to give up the gym as set-ups proceed. This is especially 
challenging in this cold weather. I thank all of them most sincerely. 

Our Christmas Show is going to be held on Thursday, December 13 at 7:00P.M. This show 
helps us to get in the spirit of the season every year when our Kindergarten through 5th 
grade students brighten our hearts with Christmas cheer. Mrs. Coviello, our Art teacher, 
will also have some beautiful, eye-catching Art pieces on display. The Christmas Show is 
always a time when we can sit back and relax and marvel at the coming together of many 
voices. The show is an integral component of our Music program and it is important that all 
children participate because each child contributes to the success of the whole. I ask that 
you please make it a priority for your child(ren) to be there. 

The children are to wear their Sunday best or Christmas attire and wear shoes and socks – 
no heels and no flip flops. Girls are to wear dresses or skirts that are not too short and 
not too skimpy. The children are to come no earlier than 6:40PM and go right to their 
classrooms.  After each group performs, the students will return to their classrooms 
where the teachers will remain with them until after the show. Students are not allowed 
to return to the gym after they perform. I t is a short show so please work with us in 
having minimal interruptions. Mr. Guastella and the students have worked very hard and it 
is important that we give them the respect that they deserve. Please behave at this show 
as you would a Broadway Show. 

Our 2nd graders will walk into town to visit the Santa House on Friday. I am sure that they 
will have fantastic stories to tell Santa and I can assure Santa that they are the best 
children ever! The Elf on the Shelf has been up to his antics and keeping the children 
entertained. I am sure that his inventor is a multi-millionaire by now. What a creative 
invention he is. I have heard of many injured elves who have had to stay in one place to 
recover. That is one way of dealing with the nerve-wrecking, brain-wrecking attempt to 
come up with something creative every day. 

The faculty and staff will enjoy our annual Christmas party tomorrow. There will be a half 
day and the After Care staff will be joining us so there will be no After Care tomorrow. I 
thank you for your understanding. 

I hope that you have a peace-filled week ahead and stay on board the express train to 
Christmas.! 

                                                                                                           Blessings, 

                                                                                                           Sr. Noreen 


