
                                                    

 

Svms: Thursday and Friday at 7pm 

                                                                                                     April 28, 2019 

Dear Parents, 

 As we center ourselves on keeping the school environment as normal as possible, 
we are pulled in many directions by the activities that make us who we are at 
SVMS. Being in the 4th Marking Period means different things to different people. 
The weather is finally beginning to settle. I know for the children, they can see, 
hear, smell, touch and taste the summer.  Their senses are already at the beach, 
the lake, and the many vacation places that they will visit during the months of 
July and August. For me personally, this time of year brings cause for reflection 
on: “Have we done everything that we can to get your children ready for the next 
level?” So despite the moans and groans, the homework will continue, the projects 
will be assigned and all avenues will be trodden upon to ease the way into the 
farther horizon of September. The focus of mindfulness is “Be where your feet 
are.” And that is what we will be encouraging everyone to do for the remaining 
weeks. 



Congratulations to our Math Team who represented SVMS at the state level last 
week. Nimal Amarasiri, Elle Perry, Olive Sedlak and Victor Tse did themselves very 
proud in reaching this level. Victor came in a distinguished 11th place missing out on 
reaching the nationals. Children who placed 1st through 10th had that honor. I 
cannot thank Victoria Amarasiri enough for all that she had done to form this club 
and provide them with unique opportunities and experiences. She has been ably 
assisted by many student mentors whose support has been tremendous. 

Class trips are in full swing with the 3rd Grade going to Sterling Mines  On 
Thursday to experience first- hand the life of a miner. They were very excited 
upon their return to share their valuable shiny rocks. 6th grade went to West Point 
and managed to avoid the brunt of the heavy rain which enabled them to have a fun 
educational experience. 7th grade went to Tuckerton Seaport and the rain did not 
seem to dampen their spirits at all. I thank all of the teachers and chaperones for 
their help with this trips. I also thank the HSA for funding all of the buses for 
these trips. 

The middle school children were given a presentation by local police officers, 
Vinnie Galgano and Tommy Downs this past Thursday. These two officers come by 
our school often to help with security drills and also to interface with the children. 
This presentation was on cyber security and responsibility and cyber bullying. It is 
very important that our children are presented with information from experts who 
will help them to navigate this challenging technological world. We held an 
evacuation drill last Thursday and the children responded very well. We had a 
visitor to the school as very impressed. Throughout this year we have been 
focusing on how we do drills and getting input from the state, county and town. All 
of the information is being collated into a comprehensive document that will 
constitute our Emergency Plan going forward. The time has come when we will be 
allowed to have people in the building only for official business. Our thrust is make 
sure that the building can be as safe as possible for the protection of your 
children. We treasure them as much as you do and know that you will support us 
fully in making changes for the better. 

I am writing this letter in the middle of the 7th and 8th Grade semi-formal. The 
music is pounding loud with indistinguishable lyrics. The DJ is bopping. The lights 



are dazzling. The students are congregated in groups looking very pretty and 
dapper. The photo booth is very busy. The children are having a blast just being 
with each other and all is well. The energy is exhausting for this aging nun! So far 
so good! I thank all of the brave parents who organized this dance and also I am 
grateful to all who chaperoned. You have my prayers. 

Mrs. Sheehy’s PreK4B was focusing on the letter “u” this week and I had the honor 
of singing “The Unicorn Song” to them. I was ably assisted by Nurse Ruane who 
demonstrated the actions. It was a lot of fun and the children were delightful.  I 
am beyond amazed at the tremendous growth in our PreK children. The teachers 
are very creative and energetic in how they present material to these little ones. 
So much is learned and internalized incidentally. I know that those of you with 
children in these classes will agree that we have the best of the best in teachers 
and aides. I call visits to these room my free therapy because in a few seconds 
these children can generate the happy factor. Cherish these  years with them 
because years are going by in a flash. 

The interest in our school has been beyond amazing We get inquiries daily and Mrs. 
Brooks has been run off of her feet doing tours but……there is no one like her 
when it comes to selling our school. I am sure that many of you would agree with 
me. We have had a bumper year for PreK and with a few more children we are 
looking to open a third PreK3. Despite Madison opening a full-day Kindergarten, we 
have had a huge upsurge at this level.  Our KA and KB children will attend a Tiny 
Tots Concert next week and we try our best to provide our students with 
opportunities that tap into all aspects of education beyond the textbook. 

Contracts went out a couple of weeks ago along with the HSA Contract. Please 
return them as soon as possible so that we can get an accurate count. If you did 
not receive a contract, please contact me. Right now we have waiting lists for 
PreK4, 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th grades and all other classes are filling up nicely. I thank 
most sincerely all those of you who have promoted our school. Remember to like 
and share our posts on Facebook. This really has amped up interest. 

 The children in 2B will make their First Holy Communion next Saturday morning. It 
was very touching to watch 2A receive Jesus for the first time yesterday morning. 



They were so innocent and so sincere and the excitement and delight was palpable 
all week. On Monday, May 6th at 9:30A.M., both classes will join together for a 
special Mass in their honor. Parents and siblings will join them as they celebrate 
this wonderful milestone. The whole student body will form a guard of honor from 
the school to the church.  I want to thank Mrs. Donald and Mrs. Tracey and Mrs. 
Stefanelli for all that they did to bring the children to this most important day in 
their lives. And to you the parents, I thank you for choosing SVMS as the place to 
prepare your children for their lifelong spiritual journey. With jesus at our side we 
are well prepared for any challenges that life throws our way. 

Tuesday and Wednesday will be half days to facilitate parent/teacher 
conferences. Schedules have gone out and the teachers are anxious to meet you. 
Please abide by the time frame given to you so that all who have signed up will be 
able to keep on track. During these days the 7th grade will be facilitating a Drop 
and Play for your children to enjoy until the end of the school day. The funds 
generated will contribute to the Class of 2020’s graduation experiences. Imagine 
we are heading toward 2020. Where did the last two decades go? 

Our musical this year is “The Wizard of Oz” which will be performed this coming 
this Thursday and Friday evening at 7PM. To be honest this coming week is going to 
pull us into a tornado that will make us feel that we have landed in Oz!  If practices 
are anything to go by then this will be a performance worthy of viewing on 
Broadway. Mr. Ganter has prepared the children well and it radiates through the 
memorizing of lines, the choreography, the singing, the perfect cues and costumes. 
So even if your child is in PreK it is very appropriate for them to attend. They will 
recognize many of the cast members. The middle school children have the main 
parts and a special shout out to the 8th grade students whose acting and poise have 
peaked. We have 50+ munchkins and Miss Gisoldi has done a phenomenal job making 
sure that each of them knows where they are supposed to be and what they are 
supposed to be wearing. Do come and support our Theatre Arts Program. You will 
not be disappointed! 

Traditionally our school – specifically our 1st graders – have participated in May Day 
in town by doing a May Pole Dance. This year May Day is on Saturday, May 4th and 
the dance will be performed in front of town hall in Madison at 9A.M. I thank Mrs. 



Hagovsky and Mrs. Jessen for organizing the practices and pulling this beautiful 
event together. 

I received a not so nice phone call this past week from a resident of Madison Place 
across the street on Green Village Road. She was in that it is impossible for her to 
enter or exit during drop off and pick up because SVMS cars are parked illegally 
every which way. I know that drop off and pick up is challenging but may I pleas 
implore that you comply with parking designated to us. Remember that “good 
neighbors make good friends.” 

So batten down the hatches and let us propel ourselves into a week of tornadic 
activity. May the force be with us! 

                                                                                               Blessings, 

                                                                                               Sr. Noreen 


