
SVMS	MISSION	STATEMENT	

St. Vincent Martyr School is a catholic parish elementary school dedicated to developing a 
strong spiritual and academic foundation for all students. 

 
Recognizing God’s importance in the education process, caring teachers provide a nurturing 

environment where each individual is respected, loved and challenged to achieve his/her 
potential.	

 
March 11, 2018 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Is there any truth to this saying, “If March comes in like a lion, it will go out like a lamb?”  I 
hope so!  While many weather folklores are based on careful observations and turn out to be 
accurate, others are merely rhymes or beliefs of the people who came before us.  With March 
being such a changeable month in which we can see warm spring like temperatures or late season 
snowstorms, you can understand how this saying might hold true.  After this week we can all 
adhere to this as a reality.  With this stormy start we have experienced in March we can hope it 
will end on a calm note, like a lamb!  As soon as this month is over, Sr. Noreen and I will begin 
to finalize the end of year calendar which includes both eight grade and kindergarten 
graduations, the last day of school for pre-school and the dates for final exams for all grade 
levels. 
 
This past week, when we were in school, the halls at SVMS were extremely quiet during the 
morning as the students in grades 2-8 took the Iowa Assessment standardized tests.  Their minds 
were extremely focused as they worked through the questions.  Next week will conclude the 
testing for all students and the make ups for those who were absent.   
 
I am sure the Saint Vincent Martyr School spirit was very much alive last Saturday during the 
March Madness final games.  Even though at the time of this letter I am not aware if we had any 
winning teams this past Saturday, I congratulate all our teams who brought honor to our school 
every time they set foot on a basketball court and for all their accomplishments.  Thank you to all 
to all our team members, coaches, concession workers, hall monitors and Miss Nauta for their 
dedication in creating a great program at SVMS.  Next week the noise that basketball practice 
usually brings in my office will slowly change to the tunes of Broadway.  Mr. Ganter, along with 
the middle school leads, have been busy preparing our annual spring musical, “Seussical” on 
April 19th and 20th.  At this time Mr. Ganter is looking for students in grades K-5 to be a part of 
this year’s musical production by becoming a citizen of Whoville.  Details to sign up can be 
found on a separate flyer posted in this e-newsletter. 
 
At this time in March we find ourselves deep in the season of Lent.  As part of our Lenten 
journey our children in grades 3-8 will celebrate the sacrament of Reconciliation next Tuesday 
and Thursday.  As we prepare for Christ’s Resurrection on Easter Sunday, we try to encourage 
our students not only to give up something for Lent but to make more of an effort to live our 
lives by following Jesus’ example.  Lent is truly a time to remind ourselves that God loved us so 
much, He gave us His only Son. 



 
Of course, the month of March would not be complete without a celebration of St. Patrick’s Day.  
Be sure to wear green next Friday, March 16th, for Sr. Noreen.  This is a free tag day.  Along 
with the wearing of the green all students will begin the day with an “Irish” welcome at morning 
prayer and end with a cultural arts presentation, a Celtic Celebration, beginning at 2:00 pm in the 
school gym. 
 
It is almost here?  Monte Carlo Night, our annual fundraiser, will be held at Saint Vincent Martyr 
School on Saturday evening, March 24th.  Our gym will be transformed and alive with Black 
Jack, Roulette, Craps, Silent Auction, Class Crafts, and Pick-a-Prize.  You do not want to miss 
this exciting evening while you help raise funds for our school and enjoy delicious food, great 
company and tasty cocktails.  The various committees are busy working every waking hour to 
put all of the final touches on the biggest event of the year at SVMS.  Have you purchased your 
tickets?  Did you RSVP?  Have you signed up to help?  Only two weeks before Monte Carlo 
Night comes alive at SVMS! 
 
An information session for those who are enrolled in kindergarten or grade one next year or are 
still considering enrollment, learn what awaits your child/children when they continue their 
studies at Saint Vincent Martyr School.  Our kindergarten and first grade teachers will explain 
the educational experience your child can expect at SVMS during these critical years, which 
provide the foundation for a lifetime of learning and achievement.  Discover what makes SVMS 
a special place to continue your child’s academic career.  This will take place on Wednesday, 
March 21st at 8:30 am m the community room.  Invite other families who may also be 
considering Saint Vincent Martyr School. 
 
Please remember in prayer Anna Blanche the grandmother of Elle Perry in grade 5b.  Our 
deepest sympathy and prayers are extended to both Elle and her family at this time of loss. 
 
I hope by now you remembered to set clocks one hour ahead for daylight savings time.  I 
certainly look forward to longer brighter days not to mention warmer temperatures. 
 
A reminder as the weather begins to get warmer.  No dogs, please!!!  A few dogs have been with 
their owners during pick up at the end of the day.  For the safety of all children please do not take 
you dogs/animals to the dismissal areas.  Thank you for your consideration and anticipated 
cooperation. 
 
Have a great week! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Anne Marie Gisoldi 
Vice Principal 
 
P.S.  Do not forget to collect your cancelled stamps…there is a box in the front lobby for you to 
drop them in.  


