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Dear Parents, 

Father’s Day and Kindergarten Graduation always signal the end of the school year and 
here we are! I want to acknowledge all of the dads of SVMS and hope that this day was 
filled with love and pride for each of you. Thank you for all that you do for SVMS. So many 
dads are so generous with their time and talent and our school is all the better for your 
contribution. May you swell with blessings for allowing your family to be an integral part of 
our school. 

Kindergarten Graduation was amazing on Friday. Thank you to Mrs. Ashukian and her many 
volunteers for attending to every single detail that added to the charm of the room. Our 
gym was transformed into super hero heaven and the creativity was out of this world. 
Thank you for all of the parents who poured their hearts and their hands into the success 
of this beautiful event. This class was certainly one of superheroes and they delighted the 
audience with their beautiful singing directed by our own Mr. G.  Thank you to Mrs. Lee 
and Mrs. Strong for guiding them through the year. It was so heart-warming to hear child-



like chuckles and reactions during the wonderful slide show provided by Mr. & Mrs. Jessen.  
The children had a ball and radiated pure joy. They are more than ready for First grade. 

Our little PreK3 and PreK4 children also bid adieu on Thursday and miraculous growth was 
witnessed in them throughout this year. The emotion ran high and I know that the 
teachers at this level get very attached to their students and they were very sad to see 
them go. Thank you to each of them for laying such a strong foundation – the fruits of 
which grow and flourish in the years following. 

A big oversight of mine last week was to report on a phenomenally touching event in the 
lives of our second graders. They got to be a part of an experience of a lifetime by 
participating in a real life courtroom event. The children prepared for the trial in class, 
learning about the elements of a trial and rehearsing their roles as plaintiff attorneys, 
defense attorneys, plaintiffs, defendants, court clerks and officers, witnesses, and jury 
members.	They	donned their court attire and headed to Hartley Dodge Memorial to 
present the “Case of the Missing Puppy” at the Joint Municipal Court. Judge Gary F. 
Troxell presided over two trials, which were argued by participants from classes 2A & 2B. 
The Mock Trial was the culmination of a week-long program about the practice of law and 
the court system, which was organized and taught by SVMS second grade parents 
Jacqueline Pirone Palumbo, Esq., an attorney and professor at Seton Hall Law School; 
Jeremy Jessen, Esq., Senior Corporate Counsel/Compliance Counsel at Bayer; Matthew 
Bazley, Esq.; Paul Garrity, Esq., Partner at Sheppard Mullin; and Mark and Jamie Voccola. 
The court time was arranged by Frank Ciampi, Court Administrator, who was assisted by 
Madison Police Department Officers Sergeant Joseph Longo and Corporal Vincent 
Dellavalle. This experience will be remembered forever and I am sure that it whetted the 
aspirations of the children to get involved some way in the legal system. 
 
Please know that I am grateful to all of you for your many contributions during this past 
school year. I will continue to pray for you during the summer months and hope that each 
day will bring nothing but happy news. May the hazy, lazy days of summer bring you 
refreshment and relaxation. Kudos to all of our teachers, aides and staff for their 
expertise and loving care of your children. To those who are leaving -  I pray that the 
memories that you take with you of SVMS are good ones.  To those who are staying- may 
we return in September full of the vim and the vigor and the energy needed to have 
another happy year at SVMS. And…….until we meet again…..may God hold you in the hollow 
of His hand. 
                                                                                                 Blessings, 
                                                                                                 Sr. Noreen 
 


