
	

	

                                                                                                January 14th, 2018 

Dear Parents, 

These words of Dr. Martin Luther King are ones that we hold dear at Saint Vincent 
Martyr School. We try to live by them every day. We strive to educate the whole 
child with a strong emphasis on the moral. It is a privilege to be able to infuse God 
into all of our lessons here. I have been deeply blessed by your children as we 
share the love of God each day. We strive to build a community of faith in an 
effort to immerse the children in an environment that teaches lessons beyond the 
books. In honor of Dr. Martin Luther King we will be having a half day tomorrow. 
Dismissal is at 12:20PM for K through 8 and 11:30PM for PreK. After care will be 
available until 6PM for those who are registered.. 

Exam fever is in the air at SVMS from 3rd Grade through 8th grade and this past 
week was one of high anxiety throughout the building. Our children are really 
smart and I have full confidence that they all will do very well next week. Let us 
keep the exam-takers in our prayers. Saint Joseph of Cupertino is the patron saint. 
Please be assured that if children miss the exams due to illness we will make 
arrangements for the exams to be taken when they are fully healthy. We have 
been hit with much sickness –flu or stomach bug- in some classes. Tell your children 
to be vigilant about hand washing and dressing warmly. 



Registration packets went home this past Tuesday and the returns are really good. 
Please do not forget to include the payment. We are gearing up toward Open House 
on the 29th and 30th and ask that you join us in inviting prospective families to our 
school. We have done much in the area of marketing over the past couple of 
months and Mary Brooks has been receiving many call and emails inquiring about our 
school. We now have a new website and social media presence that reaches wide 
and far. I ask that you please support SVMS by using your social networks to share 
our upcoming Open House event with family, friends, colleagues and acquaintances 
to help us to extend our digital reach. Links are provided below and the information 
is also posted elsewhere on this eNewsletter. I thank you in advance in helping us 
to attract new families to our school: 

Facebook PK-8 Event: 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1823314527703491/ 

Facebook PK Event 

https://www.facebook.com/events/155273855021339/ 

Elementary School Event 

https://www.facebook.com/events/2023250367944314/ 

Middle School Event 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1932323590419334/ 

Twitter 

https://twitter.com/svmsnj/status/951892116795482112 

 

I know that when we all join together as an SVMS family that great things will 
happen. Of course I acknowledge that the best form of marketing is word-of-
mouth so I hope that you are spreading the good news! 

8th Grade students have started to receive their high school acceptances and big 
beaming smiles are spread across many faces. This is a wonderful 8th grade class 
and many scholarships have been offered to the students. Some of them have 
tough choices to make as they have been accepted into many schools. The whole 



application and interview process for high school is very rigorous and this class has 
come through with flying colors. Great things are in store for them. 

On Friday a group of us from school will be going to Washington DC for the March 
for Life. We will join with thousands of schools from all over the country. This is a 
very moving experience-the memory of which lasts a long time. There are still 
spots available on the bus for middle school children who wish to go. They will not 
be marked absent if they attend this event. Keeping with the Catholic theme, 
there is a new app from Relevant Radio : http://relevantradio.com/app which  is a 
Catholic radio station. The Family Rosary will begin on Monday at 8:00pm, Jan 15. 
They want coast to coast participation.  It is a wonderful source of programming 
and prayer. 

On January 23rd we will have a nationally known speaker, Katie Hurley,  who will 
come to address our students in Kindergarten through 5th grade on kindness, 
empathy and compassion. She will meet the children in grade bands: K and 1, 2 and 
3, 4 and 5 to present materials and lessons at an age appropriate level that will 
help them to navigate friendships and deal with issues. On the 26th John Halligan 
will come to speak to the middle school students on bullying with an emphasis on 
the bullied, the bully and the bystander. 

The weather plays a big role in how we go through our day at SVMS. We do not 
have outside recess when the temperature is 32 degrees and below. So on Friday it 
was balmy but…the rain was so heavy that we could not go out. I feel badly for the 
children when they cannot go outside so let us pray for the mercury to climb! 

Sr. Ann has been unable to be outside in the morning due to the weather and it 
seems that without her the drop-off procedures have been violated big time. We 
have had a large amount of children late through no fault of their own. It is 
important that you pull up by the ‘green men markers’ and not directly at the 
driveway only. This backs up traffic and causes undue anxiety for the children who 
have to rush in. 

Also please be reminded that we work very hard to be on good terms with our 
neighbors. It is very important that you keep all driveways clear for residents and 
workers to be able to enter and exit easily. I have received irate emails with 
pictures from a resident on Green Village Road who stated that he is tired of being 



harassed by parents from our school who blatantly block his entrance. Please take 
the extra few minutes to find a spot and help us to keep peace with our neighbors. 

Fr. George is leaving this evening for a pilgrimage in Guatemala and El Salvador for 
the next two weeks. He is carrying us all in his prayers and I am sure that he will 
have many tales to tell when he returns. 

By now you probably have heard of our big lottery win. The Power Ball and the 
Mega Millions were huge last week so we decided to throw our lot into the millions 
of other ticket buyers. And…we had 5 numbers plus the PowerBall on Saturday 
night. The winnings were $50,000 to be shared among 48 of us after taxes. What a 
great boost this was and may the luck spill over to each and every one of you! 

There have been many babies born to Saint Vincent Martyr School families over 
the past couple of weeks. Mia, William, Declan and Ginger Magnier welcomed a   
baby sister, Remi. Annie and Henry Salki also have a new baby sisterwhose mname 
is  Lucy and Ava Settembrino now has a baby brother, Luca. I congratulate all of 
these families and know that the babies will bring much joy and happiness to their 
homes. There are also a few moms ready to bring new babies into the world soon.  
So let us pray to St. Ann that all will go well for them. 

We will attempt to honor Dr. Martin Luther King this week by making decisions 
from a strong moral standpoint and performing many acts of kindness treating each 
person as our sister and brother. 

                                                                                 Blessings, 

                                                                                  Sr. Noreen 

 

	


