
	

	

	 																				 May 27th, 2018 

Dear Parents, 

We honor all veterans both living and dead for their noble service to our country. 
We remember them in prayer and know that those who have died have special 
places in Heaven. On Friday we celebrated Memorial Day by honoring our veterans 
who are parishioners and welcoming a group of veterans from Lyons Hospital. A flag 
raising ceremony was led by our scouts with George Dailey the master of 
ceremonies. The girl scouts unfolded the flag and raised it with great respect. The 
acted beautifully with reverence and awe and touched the hearts of all present. 
Thank you to the scout leaders for tending to the details that made this a very 
special ceremony. 

At our Veterans’ Reception in the gym our 8th graders got to witness first- hand 
the sacrifices made by the brave men and women who fought bravely for our 
country. The children interacted with the veterans and got a great sense of living 
history that brought to life what many of them only know in books. The 4th and 5th 
graders provided them with inspirational songs and tears were shed for “I AM 
Proud to be an American”. Some 8th graders read words of gratitude that touched 
deeply into the sacrifices that the veterans made in many wars. Our own, Mr. 
Crimmins, who is a very proud service man presented information to the children 
about veteran cemeteries throughout the world and introduced them to veterans 
receiving medals of honor. Regaled in his Navy uniform, Mr. Crimmins radiated the 
pride that comes from serving and provided great examples of bravery and valor. 



Fr. George ended the reception with a special blessing. Special thanks to Mrs. Wan 
and  Miss. Gisoldi for organizing this event and to the many parent volunteers who 
helped to decorate the gym and serve the veterans with great dignity. They all left 
with a deep sense of how they are respected and loved. 

Next Thursday we will continue the remembrance with a Military Memorial Day 
Assembly organized by Rich Glacken. The children will get to hear first-hand many 
stories of men who served our country honorably. The efforts of all Military 
personnel in attendance will be recognized and they will be presented with a plaque 
to demonstrate our gratitude for both their service to our Country, service to our 
community and to SVMS Scouting. The students will also have the opportunity for a 
Q & A session. This promises to be an assemble to remember. 

Memorial Day also signals June which in turn signals the end of the year which in 
turn signals a hoard of activities and a mixed bag of flying emotions within the 
walls of SVMS. We do our best to maintain a sense of equilibrium amidst it all and 
sometimes it feels juggling 20 different balls in the air at a circus. But, when all is 
said and done once the children are happy and safe then we are happy. Many 
classes are preparing for exams and it is a good life lesson to encourage the 
students to stay strong in their effort until the end of the school year.  

It is time for us to recognize our 8th graders who are rounding the last bend of 
their SVMS school lives. For a class of 50, these students have really made their 
mark in all aspects of our school. We have in them not only a strong academic class 
but also students who are athletically gifted, musically inclined, delightfully 
spiritual and socially bonded. Their class trip at Rocking Horse Ranch was a time 
for them to seal these bonds that will last a lifetime. Despite the rain they had a 
ball. They went mountain tubing, swimming, sliding, boating, golfing, fishing and 
horse- back riding. They radiated pure sunshine all day long. I am sure that 
memories have been made that will last them a life time. It is Prom season in high 
schools and it has delighted my heart to see many photos of students who 
graduated from SVMS attending proms together. I have also met some students 
home from college who still stay very connected together long after they leave 
here. 

Every year I report on the acceptances into high school of our 8th grade students. 
It is a daunting task and the children have to jump through many hoops to reach 
their goal. They have distinguished themselves at interviews and scored really well 



in entrance exams. The Class of 2018 received the offer of scholarship money in 
the amount of $648,000 thus far.  This is not a complete accounting of the whole 
class and I will update this amount when I receive further information.  What a 
phenomenal accomplishment by a phenomenal group of grammar school students! 
We are very proud of them and wish them well in all of their future endeavors. The 
following is the list of high schools that our students will be attending in the fall: 

 

NAME OF STUDENT HIGH SCHOOL ATTENDING FALL 2018 
Christopher Adinaro Oratory Preparatory School 

Molly Agnew Villa Walsh Academy 
Nicholas Arango Morris Knolls High School 
Zachary Aycock Morristown-Beard School 

Alexander Bohensky Oratory Preparatory School 
Sophia Bongiovanni West Morris/Mendham High School 

Luke Bradley St. Peter’s Preparatory School 
Jack Callandriello Oratory Preparatory School 

Connor Brett Oratory Preparatory School 
Dony Chupin Seton Hall Preparatory School 

Kelly Cincotta Morris County School of Technology 
Academy for Health Care Science 

John Clarke Oratory Preparatory School 
Will Cody Seton Hall Preparatory School 

Caroline Corragio Academy of Saint Elizabeth 
Maggie Crimmins Villa Walsh Academy 

George Dailey Morris County School of Technology 
Academy for Health Care Science 

Jake de Guzman Oratory Preparatory School 
Lauren Eget Morris County School of Technology 

Academy of Biotechnology 
Emily Flanagan Madison High School 

Mark Gall Seton Hall Preparatory School 
Beth Griffin Villa Walsh Academy 
AJ Guiliana Morris Catholic High School 

Bridget Hanley Villa Walsh Academy 
Lukas Kashuba Seton Hall Preparatory School 

TJ Kelly De La Salle High School, CA 
Erin Kilgore Academy of Saint Elizabeth 
Jacob Klug Delbarton 

Derek Lagios Delbarton 



Thomas Martine Seton Hall Preparatory School 
Riley Ann Mc Cabe Oak Knoll of the Holy Child 
Anthony Mc Shane Oratory Preparatory School 

Dominique Mercadante Hanover Park High School 
Samantha Mercadante Hanover Park High School 

Grace Michaels Academy of Saint Elizabeth 
Caroline Nestor Oak Knoll of the Holy Child 
James Powers Seton Hall Preparatory School 

Ian Reilly Madison High School 
Emelly Rendon Academy of Saint Elizabeth 

Gabriela Ribeiro Villa Walsh Academy 
Mary Rojack Mount Saint Mary Academy 
Gary Saitta Oratory Preparatory School 

Sebastian Salas Union County School of Technology 
Academy for Allied Health Sciences 

Patrick Scheurer Seton Hall Preparatory School 
John Shubeck Seton Hall Preparatory School 
Mary Simon Villa Walsh Academy 

Avi Tahl Oratory Preparatory School 
Victoria Townsend Mount Saint Mary Academy 

Christopher Vitiello Seton Hall Preparatory School 
Francesca Wan Kent Place High School 
Caden Wasdyke Seton Hall Preparatory School 

	

Their beautiful photographs adorn the bulletin board in the main lobby and pure 
pride radiates from them 

On Thursday we had a visit from the NJ Department of Education Homeland 
Security coordinator. He was accompanied by representatives from the state 
police, the local police and the Morris County Prosecutors Office. They asked to 
observe a lockdown drill and wanted any available teachers to accompany them in 
their observations. They gave us feedback that we will incorporate into our 
Emergency Plan and we engaged in conversation about how we handle all types of 
emergencies. We will have to make several changes to how we traditionally operate 
and institute procedures that limit accessibility to our building. Many of these 
procedures have been implemented in the local public schools and our local police 
will work with us in tightening security throughout our building. We will disseminate 
all of this information comprehensively as soon as we have it. This group of visitors 
will return to us in September and do a special training session with our faculty and 



staff. Please be assured that everything that we will do is will ensure that your 
children will be protected from all harm. Given the current culture it behooves us 
to always be ready. 

Miss Gisoldi, Miss Nauta and I attended the last softball game for the girls. They 
reached the championship game against Assumption and really played their hearts 
out earning a lead of 2-0 in the early stages of the game. Assumption came back at 
them and ended up winning a very hard fought and sporting game. Congratulations 
to the girls and Mr. & Mrs. Ricciardelli and Mrs. Voorhees for helping the girls to 
be not only competitive but also play with great sportsmanship. 

Our annual Instrumental Concert will be held next Wednesday evening at 7PM 
under the guidance of Mr. Guastella. This is always a favorite event of mine with 
the students at all different levels. Together they provide us with a great night of 
entertainment and much awe at how gifted our students are. 

Field Day will be next Friday for Kindergarten theough 3rd graders at Dodge Field. 
Let us hope and pray that God will give us the weather to enjoy this exciting event 
outside. 

We welcome baby Connor Griffin into the world and we know that this little bundle 
will bring much joy to the Griffin household, especially his sister Abby. Another 
baby boy, Liam, was brought into the Van Slyke household. He has brought lots of 
excitement to his twin sisters, Alexa and Ella. May he be blessed with good health 
and lots of joy. 

May you be blessed with a great sense of spring as the glory of God surrounds us in 
nature. 

                                                                                          Blessings, 

                                                                                          Sr. Noreen 

 

 

 

 

	


