
 

                                                                                                                                          April 8th, 2018 

Dear Parents, 

May the coming days bring you all the relaxation and respite needed to recharge the batteries enough 

to face the coming months with great energy and great gusto. If you are planning to travel, I pray that 

you will have a safe trip and an enjoyable break. Please note that we will be coming in on Thursday and 

Friday for half days in an effort to make up some snow days. Both days will be free tag days. It seems 

risky to even attempt to declare that we are done with snow given the last couple of days! Who would 

have thought that this would be a worry in April? By all accounts we are not done yet! Last Monday 

really threw a wrench in for us. I do not remember ever losing a make-up snow day because of snow. 

We just have roll with the punches that Mother Nature keeps socking our way. 

Last Tuesday the faculty celebrated with Miss Gisoldi and her family and friends for the occasion of her  

40th  anniversary  of service at SVMS. This is made all the more incredible by the fact that she also went 

to grammar school here.  What a lifetime achievement this is!  Whether it is in her role as teacher, vice-

principal or youth minister, Miss Gisoldi has left her mark on the hearts and minds of thousands of 

children who have walked through our doors. We are blessed to have her with us and we pray that God 

will continue to shower her with good health and good energy. 

There are many activities going on throughout the building. The Irish Dance showcase delighted my 

heart last Wednesday. Having spent years perfecting the breathing and the steps with mandatory 

lessons, I know that it is no easy task to get it all together to perform. But perform to perfection our 

little Irish dancers did! What Mrs. Fahey accomplished with such a large group in such a short time was 

beyond amazing. It was tremendous showcase and while the children were serious about their steps 

they also radiated great joy. Bravo to all! 

Mr. Thomas Gabino from the NJ Preparedness visited us last Thursday to examine our emergency 

protocols and give advice on how best to do drills and how best to secure our building. He did a 

walkthrough with our head of maintenance, Randall. We will receive a report and will share the details 

with you. We continue to examine what we do and be on the lookout for best practices in school 



security. The fire alarms went off on Friday around 3:30PM and everybody responded perfectly. We had 

about 100 children at play practice in the gym, the brownies were in a classroom and After Care was in 

the library. We evacuated the building quickly and quietly and the fire department was there in minutes. 

The issue was found with a detector in the main office and our fire company came to replace it. I was 

very impressed with the reaction of all of the students who took this drill seriously and knew exactly 

what to do. These drills instill in the children the appropriate reaction in the event of a real emergency. 

I got a bit of a reprieve last Thursday when Topher Royse (6B) was Principal for the Day. He came all 

decked out in shirt and tie and really played the part to perfection. He was very observant and very 

diligent and I know that the students really got a kick out of Mr. Topher being in charge. He led morning 

prayer and gave a beautiful reflection on the reading of the day. He issued late passes and loved giving 

out referrals. He visited many classrooms and delighted his former teachers. He played with the PreK 

and Kindergarten children who had a blast with him. I see a future SVMS principal in our midst in Mr. 

Topher! 

On Friday morning members from the Rosary Altar Society from the parish joined us in the recitation of 

the Rosary. It was a beautiful scene with the older generation praying with the younger generation in an 

age old prayer that has brought many miracles and much comfort to many people in many situations. 

The ladies were delighted to know that this spiritual tradition is continuing in our school. 

Our next big event will be “Seussical the Musical” on April 19th and 20th. Mr. Ganter has been putting all 

of the pieces together and has been working diligently with the younger students to have them 

assimilate into all that has been done with the middle schools students for the past few months. The 

younger students accomplished much in the four days of practice. “Seussical” promises to be a very fun 

show and suitable for all ages to watch! The little ones would love to see their older buddies act.  There 

is a drop down tab under ‘Students’ on the home page of the website that contains all of the 

information that the performers need to know. There are links to videos to help with the learning of the 

songs. Ads can be placed in our ad booklet using the forms that that the actors received and tickets can 

be pre-purchased in school. It is a show not to be missed. 

We offer condolences to Barbara Puglisi (Grace5B) on the death of her father, Robert Martel, who went 

home to God this week. May he rest in peace in the loving embrace of our God and may his family be 

consoled at this sad time. Prayers of sympathy also go to Gina Striffler (Ali 4A, Charlotte  2A) whose 

grandmother Flavia Marisca, went to Heaven this past week. In this time of Easter may this family’s 

belief in the Resurrection bring them comfort and peace. 

Take time over these next few days to really enjoy being with family and I thank you sincerely for all that 

you do to make SVMS the happy place that it is! 

                                                                                                                                             Blessings, 

                                                                                                                                              Sr. Noreen 


